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Notes from the Chair
What a lot of swarming has been going on! Bee madness it seems. Most who
experienced swarming seem to have been reunited with their ﬂighty colonies,
but the speed at which colonies outgrow their surroundings has caught a few
by surprise. Good learning opportuni es a plenty!
Things are now se ling down in the hive and we start to look ahead to the
harves ng of honey crops – the topic of discussion at our next ‘Zoom’ apiary
meet. Sincere apologies from the commi ee for the last mee ng not
happening – confusion all round but a link will be sent for the next mee ng
which is programmed for 9th July.
Even more exci ng is the prospect of associa on members ﬁnally mee ng up
in person – Covid regula ons permi ng. A ‘Bee Safari’ is planned for 24th July.
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Aristotle, Ancient Greece and Bees

Diary Dates 2021
Beginners’ Course:
Prac cal sessions scheduled
between 24th June and 29th July

Apiary mee ng dates:
•
•
•
•

9th July – 7.30 pm on Zoom
6th August
17th September
19th November

Bee Safari – 24th July
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2021 is: WHITE

Although Aristotle, the famous Greek philosopher, never kept bees
himself, he made many important and detailed observa ons which can
be found in his text tled History of Animals. He documents some
interes ng views on reproduc on of bees which was clearly not well
understood, there was the belief that bees did not give birth and
fetched their young from ﬂowers!
He correctly worked out that bees develop in the cells of the comb.
The fact that there are three
groups of bees, including the
worker and drone bees, was also
correctly iden ﬁed, although the
queen bee was mistaken as a
king. He knew that the bees
collected material from ﬂowers
but it was suggested that honey originated from the atmosphere rather
than from ﬂowers. His proof of this was the fact that there are mes
when ﬂowers are abundant but li le honey is produced, and other
mes when combs are ﬁlled very rapidly in a ma er of days.
Aristaeus, in Greek mythology, was a minor god, protector and creator
of various arts, such as cheese making and beekeeping. In one of
Vergil’s major works called The Georgics, there is a narra ve poem
about Aristaeus.

continued on page 2...
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Introduc on to Beekeeping Course
For years I have wanted to keep bees but due to my
i nerant lifestyle it wasn't possible. Finally, last year
I was in a posi on to embark on what I hope will be
a life me project. Due to Covid last year's course
was cancelled and then again it wasn't looking good
for this year, so I was so excited to ﬁnally be invited
to a end the theore cal part of the Beekeeping
Course at Peterchurch Village Hall.
As a poten al beekeeper I was feeling very daunted
by the whole prospect but the day with WVBKA
really helped me to feel a li le more conﬁdent.
Hopefully a er a prac cal session at the apiary I will
feel more prepared to get my ﬁrst bees. The day was
really well organised by June, with four speakers who
gave us informa on on all aspects of beekeeping
including the equipment required, the lifecycle of
the bee, feeding, seasonal ac vity and how to look
a er our hives, swarming and disease.

Everyone was incredibly friendly and welcoming. At
the end of the day I was invited to join the WVBKA
WhatsApp group which is a constant source of useful
informa on with members ready to oﬀer advice and
support each other. I think what I really took away
from the day is an enormous respect for these
extraordinary insects and that I will always be
learning from my bees.
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...con nued from page 1
Aristaeus, a beekeeper, was the son of the water nymph Cyrene. When his bees died he sought the help of his
mother. She advised him that the old god of the sea, Proteus, could show him how this disaster could be
prevented but would only do so if compelled. Aristaeus was instructed to ﬁnd and chain him, which was
diﬃcult as Proteus could assume a number of diﬀerent forms. However, if his captor was strong enough to
hold him throughout these changes, he would eventually give in and answer what was asked of him.
Aristaeus did as he was told. He found Proteus at his favourite haunt and seized him, despite the terrible forms
he became, un l he eventually returned to his normal shape. In answer to the ques on, Aristaeus was told to
sacriﬁce to the gods, leaving the carcasses of the animals at the place of sacriﬁce. Nine days later he was to
return and examine the bodies. When he returned, he found to his surprise a great swarm of bees in one of
the carcasses. He was never again troubled by the disease or loss of his bees.
This coin, depic ng a bee, originates from the Ancient Greek city Ephesus.
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bees. The answer is no, you cannot do anything to
assist or help the bees. If you interfere you are
probably doing more harm than good.

Notes for July
OK everybody, no doubt many of you will have
experienced swarming this year, or as I prefer to call
it reproduc on. Now it is not reproduc on which
causes the problem, it is the subsequent measures
which you take to get a laying queen. Far too many
beekeepers will examine their bees at the
inappropriate me i.e. when there are queen cells or
virgin queens in the hive, consequently they ﬁnd
they have no queen or the queen has failed. Now
there is nothing unusual in queens failing, they do
even under the best circumstances, and if the
beekeeper leaves them alone they s ll may fail. The
big ques on is, what can you do as a beekeeper
to help and persuade the bees to produce a
nice new queen?
Many of you have heard me say in
the past, please do not interfere
or even look at your bees
when there are queen cells
present. You may well
wonder what on earth I’m
talking about, but the
salient point here is that
you cannot improve, the
most important thing that
you can do is to follow the
gesta on periods of the various
castes and work out for yourself
how long you should leave them
without interference. In the case of an egg in a cup,
it is in most cases roughly one calendar month. If
you are coun ng from a cell which has a queen in
and it has just hatched, probably up to three weeks.
However, there are and always have been
improvements on these suggested ﬁgures. If you do
very well the queen might be mated a er 10 days
but that is unusual. Now I know most of you do like
looking in your bees to see how things are going on,
but I think the ques on you should consider is
whether you need to interfere with a colony of

Taking a nucleus from a colony of bees you must
always ensure that they have suﬃcient food to
carry them through un l they are mated and
laying. In most cases they will and do survive very
well with the amount of food which you have
already provided. With colonies it is the same,
providing they have suﬃcient stores within those
combs in the brood nest there is absolutely, and I
repeat absolutely, no need for you to examine that
colony of bees un l the prescribed period is up.
Please, please leave them alone un l they’ve had
suﬃcient me to enable them to do their orienta on
ﬂights outside the hive, and for the queen to go oﬀ
on her maiden ﬂights to get mated.
We have reached the longest day of the year and
things will start to close down for the winter period
from now on. If you have queenless colonies then it
may be necessary for you to repair them as early as
possible. There are several things which a beekeeper
can do to establish whether he has a queen in a
colony or not. This is called a
test comb. This comb must
contain larvae of an
appropriate age (24 hours old) for
them to pull out emergency cells that will
enable you to tell whether there is a queen
in your hive. This is the standard which
many beekeepers employ when they need
to check or use to establish whether they
have a queen or not. If the colony is
totally queenless and there are no scrub
queens in the hive, they will undoubtedly
pull emergency cells on the frame which
you have put in. Reduce them to two
good looking queen cells, this is what is
suggested by most beekeepers. The other
op on is to unite with a queenright colony at
the end of the year with an appropriate measure,
paper or any other method you feel suitable. I have
outlined a few important points for your reading but
with all things beekeeping there is always another
way of dealing with the same problem and usually
obtaining the same results. I can think of many
things which you can approach by using diﬀerent
methods to achieve the same result. That’s about it
folks, enjoy your beekeeping

D
WVBKA July 2021 edi on, page 3

Wye Valley Beekeepers Associa on

Return of the Bee Safari
Saturday 24th July

WVBKA Oﬃcers for 2021
Chair:
• Juliet Parker‐Smith
julietps@me.com

07387 080380

Vice Chair:
• Patricia Ronan:

07903 054699

Secretary:
• Bob North:

07715 483862

Honey Show Secretary:
• Karen Pritchard

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner:

01873 890467

Grove Co age, Walterstone,Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Associa on Apiary Management Team:
• Dave Williams
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Geoﬀ Dutson

A few years ago we used to have a regular safari,
visi ng members home apiaries. The idea being
to see what other beekeepers get up to and to
discuss various aspects of beekeeping in
diﬀerent environments. For one reason or
another we have not done this for a while, and
so we thought we would give it a go again and
see if members would be interested in taking
part. We are s ll ﬁnalising the details, but put
the date in your diary and we will send out an
email closer to the me with a plan of the day.
We will try and visit three apiaries, probably
close to Hereford, star ng at 10.30am. Bring a
picnic lunch with you to eat at one of the
loca ons. Cider may be consumed and apple
trees will be provided! Travel in your vehicle –
car, bike, microlight or brooms ck.
§

Newsle er Edi ng:
• Tim & Belinda Dale beedale@outlook.com

‘Out Hive’ Opportunity
I have been contacted by a lady named Theresa
Stabb, who lives in Brecon and is keen to have honey
bees on a ﬁeld adjoining her house. If any WVBKA
member is short of space for their hives and is
interested in having an ‘Out Hive’, they can contact
Theresa directly at theresa.stabb@icloud.com

Commi ee:
• Geoﬀ Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

§

Catering Commi ee:
• Jane Ma hews
• June Williams

Bulk Buy Scheme for Honey Jars

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Peter Woodward
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Julie Crickmore
• Juliet & Andi Parker‐Smith
• Cliﬀ Rose
• Fletcher Barker
• Andy Strangeway

Website Editor:
• Roger Jenner

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

01432 839251

As a follow up to the email you all had in May, I
thought it may be of interest for you to know
what we have done. Seven members contacted
me and using our combined buying volume, I
have been able to source 1lb round jars with lids
for 35p each and 12oz hex jars with lids for 40p
each.
If anyone wants to order any jars for later in the
season let me know, and if there is enough
interest I will consider another order in August. I
am also considering buying syrup in bulk and
would be interested to hear from any members
that would be keen to get their autumn supplies
of syrup at a cheaper price if I can ﬁnd some.
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