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Notes from the Chair

Diary Dates 2021

Spring is well and truly on its way,
with floral colours and sunshine
lifting our spirits and the bees
popping out to enjoy the first few
warm days, as they forage amongst
the early blooms.

Apiary meeting dates for 2021:
• 26th March
• 23rd April
• 4th June
• 6th August
• 17th September
• 19th November
Until legislation allows us to meet
again, these meets will be ‘on-line’.  
It may not quite be the Apiary, but
our successful Zoom meetings last
year, gave us a chance to meet and
discuss our bees during the season.  
We hope to see you there and will
let you know as soon as we can meet
‘face to face’ at Shenmore again and
other events become possible.

Online Bee Conventions:
• 27th March – Welsh
Beekeepers’ Virtual Annual
Convention
• 16th-18th April – BBKA Spring
Convention
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2021 is: W H I T E

Good news too on our war against
pesticide use.  I’m sure that you
were all as pleased as I was, to see
the Government back down on the
‘emergency’ authorisation of the
use of thiamethoxam by farmers
growing sugar beet.  The reason
given was that the cold spell of
weather meant that there was less
risk to crops, but we can but hope
that the public outcry against the

BBKA Spring Convention
The BBKA has decided to stage the
2021 Spring Convention as a virtual
event, which will be held from
Friday, 16th April to Sunday, 18th
April 2021.  The event will include
lectures and presentations, as
well as social events and a virtual
tradeshow.  Weekend tickets will
cost £10 in advance and £12 on
the day.  Trade show entry is free.  
Visit www.bbka.org.uk for event
updates.  Tickets will allow access
to all live content and also enabling
viewing ‘on demand’ at a later
date.

granting of these licences had
some part in the decision made.  
Scientific studies have linked the
use of these toxic chemicals to
the falling numbers of honeybees,
wild bees and other animals which
pollinate plants and the general
catastrophic decline in insects and
biodiversity.
I believe that we must stay vigilant,
as this ‘stay of execution’ does not
change the underlying issue, which
is that the use of neonicotinoids
could be allowed in the future.

Juliet

§

Welsh Beekeepers’ Virtual
Annual Convention
To be staged on
Saturday, March
27th 2021.  This
free event includes
lectures, live
question sessions
and a trade hall.
Further details can be found at
www.convention.wbka.com
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Bees, Buses, Bikes, Bypass!
By now you will all, I am sure, have heard the news
that Herefordshire Council has abandoned plans
to build the Western Bypass and the Southern Link
Road.  Many of you will be still thinking that this
decision is wrong and that Hereford really needs
a bypass.  Many of you will be avoiding Hereford
because of the congestion, and doing your shopping
in places such as Abergavenny and Ludlow.  I am
sure that all of you are more than aware of our
diminished and diminishing environment and care
deeply about this, which may be why you have
become a beekeeper.
What many people are not aware of is the
extent to which congestion has increased
in Hereford because of severe cuts to
public transport and ongoing lack of
investment in existing public transport.  
For example, 60% of buses that took
people over the bridge into Hereford
were cut in 2012.  Existing buses are
unaffordable for many, and rarely
frequent enough to be of any use.
Those of us who cycle into
Hereford know only too well just
how dangerous and difficult to
locate or navigate the few existing
pathways are.  Two cyclists were killed
on the Whitecross Road last year, and one severely
injured.
The UK is one of the most reliant on cars in the
world.  All cars pollute, including modern electric
ones.  This pollution continues to kill our pollinators.  
The more cars on the road, the worse the pollution.  
There is little point in any of us trying to address the
issue of pollinator death unless we are addressing
our own behaviours.  This includes transport.
So, what can we do?  Well, we can try to drive less,
share cars when we need to use one, use internet
technology where we can, use public transport, cycle
and walk when possible.  When we go to town, we
can try to park
outside town if possible and walk, cycle or take a bus
in – the new Beryl Bikes have been very helpful for
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this.  But none of this is enough, because our core
infrastructure makes these things difficult for far too
many of us.
So, what else can we do?  Well, we can all write an
email or a letter to our local MPs, the Minister of
Transport and Herefordshire Council – they need to
hear from as many people as possible.  Politicians
are far more likely to take action when they have lots
and lots of letters asking them to do something, this
is more powerful than a petition.  You can tell them
that you want sustainable transport which is properly
funded.  A proper cycle network for Hereford
will cost around £53million, and a modern,
affordable electric bus fleet will cost
around £30million – over £150million
less and much quicker to install
than the recently abandoned road
schemes!  You can tell them that it’s
urgent and that Hereford can be
a model city for environmentally
friendly travel that will bring back
our pollinators and many other
species that have been lost to us.  
Remind them that this will also
improve local businesses which
have suffered because of our
high car use.  It will also dramatically
reduce our rates of health problems such as
diabetes, obesity, heart disease, asthma and mental
health problems.  Remind them of the money that
can be made by engaging with very exciting new
technologies to support this strategy.  You can even
promise them a lovely jar of your honey if only they
will act to help our bees!
Hereford and our county should not be left behind
again.  This time, let us lead the way in looking after
our most important creatures, especially our bees!
For more information, you can visit the ‘Wye Ruin
It?’ website https://www.wyeruinit.org/ which has a
section on modern solutions for transport, as well as
details of how to write to our representatives.

Patricia Ronan
§

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

April Notes
Hello you lovelies out there.  Good morning, here we
are again.  These notes will be received roughly on 1st
April.  Up to now the weather has been very poor for
beekeeping.  I know one or two of you have already
looked at your bees but in truth it still is rather
cold to do any real beekeeping, however things will
improve no doubt in time.  What can I say that will
help you in your routine beekeeping?  Well, as Paul
Daniels used to say, ‘not a lot’ but there are a few
things which you should have been doing during the
course of the last month or so.  You should have been
checking your bees for weight i.e. food and having a
cursory look.  I mean cursory to check that the bees
are still alive.  If they’ve succumbed to the ravages
of winter, then you’ll need to take those hives and
clean them or destroy them – you all know what I
mean.  This is incumbent upon any beekeeper before
reusing combs which have been used by the bees in
the preceding season.  They should be cleaned and
sterilised ready for reuse.  It’s a very simple process,
you just simply scrape the top and bottom bar and
if they are serviceable, set them in a box with the
acetic acid and leave them to soak for roughly 10
days.  Remember that 80% acetic acid is very toxic
to any metal parts, so remove as much as you can
and put your serviceable combs ready for cleaning.  
Set them in a box as you would normally with gaps

Bee Jam/Grid Lock
Just an observation so this does need checking out.
Sunday 21/02/2021.  A warmish day, temperature 11
degrees C and hives active.  Bees flying around well
and taking in pollen etc.
Five hives absolutely fine and active but sixth hive
has no sign of life.  Oh dear, blessed cold snap
and queen not seen and no new brood in the late
autumn.  I’d fed them well but was it enough as they
were a first year colony?
The hive base was an experiment with a reduced
floor and slope to the front edge.  Also a Bee Gym

between the frames, at least narrow spacing, to
allow the fumes to come up and percolate through
the box to clean them up.  That is an age-old process
of cleaning or sterilising, call it what you like, it’s one
of the processes which has been around for many
years.
Of course a number of you will have drone layers,
it depends how you want to deal with these drone
laying queens.  Now remember there’s drone
layers and drone laying workers, so it’s up to you to
establish which one of those you have and carry out
the necessary remedy to render equipment viable
again.  They do say that the best way to deal with
them is simply throw the live bees out in the butt
of the hedge some distance away and any bees will
come back and populate hives.  When they’re like
this, the bees are probably not worth bothering with.  
Quite frankly, it’s far better for you to start from
something clean, strong and viable than mess about
for whatever reason, but that doesn’t mean to say
that you have to destroy the combs.  Sterilise them in
the usual way before reuse.

Queen Rearing
There will be a Zoom meeting on Friday, 26th March
to discuss this topic.  The emphasis will be on utilising
natural queen cells for queen production and control
of swarming.
That’s about it folks for the moment.

Dave

had been installed from the start and all had seemed
well since mid-June.  The queen was laying well and
it’d previously been a strong nuc.  Plenty of brood
seen through the summer.  The hive was closed down
for winter and the entrance reduced.  The super was
left with good stores and the queen excluder was
removed.
On Sunday, despite all other hives being active, there
was no activity at all and no dead bees outside so we
decided that further investigation was required and
opened up the hive.  We removed the candy feeder
with some food still there and the bees came out of
the crown board immediately.
continued on page 4...
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...continued from page 3

WVBKA Officers for 2021
Chair:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith       01497 847214
07387 080380     julietps@me.com

Vice Chair:
•

Patricia Ronan

Secretary:
•

Bob North

07903 054699
07715 483862

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Today, Monday – normal activity resumed.

Karen Prichard

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•

Dave Williams
Duncan & Clare Penkey
Geoff Dutson

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Bee Dale

Honey Jars Bulk Buy Scheme

Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward
Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•
•

Andy Strangeway
07806 600540
Geoff Dutson
01981 500491
Julie Crickmore 		
07517 475761
Juliet & Andi Parker-Smith  01497 847214
Peter Woodward
01432 839251

Website Editor:
•

Roger Jenner

01873 890467

Honorary Auditor:
•

Andi Parker-Smith

beedale@outlook.com

Catering Committee:
•
•

Within our apiary there is one other colony with a
Bee Gym on a standard flat floor and one colony with
a raised floor (but no Bee Gym) as well and both of
them are fine and active.  This is only an observation
but perhaps the Bee Gym with the raised floor and
small winter entrance is not a way forward.
§

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

We checked the super – there was plenty of bees and
capped honey.  On removing the front entrance bar
we saw hundreds of dead bees to either side of the
Bee Gym but not in front. The Bee gym was 50mm
back from the entrance block as recommended but
either side was rammed with dead bees.  We cleaned
them all out, removed the Bee Gym and found the
queen with a small amount of live brood.  We think
she stopped laying due to the cold spell and internal
hive conditions.

We are investigating a way to offer honey jars
to our members at a reduced price by buying
in bulk.  This will not be a shop with stock, but
it’s likely to be on the basis of an email to all
members asking for anyone interested to book
an order.  Once we have an idea of quantities
wanted, we can then look for the cheapest
supply.  Buyers will then be informed of the
cost and asked to confirm the order by paying
upfront.  The jars will be delivered to one of the
members and then brought to the Shenmore
apiary for collection.
If this proves to be a useful service for members,
then we may consider buying other items in bulk
such as syrup and fondant.
If you think you might be interested please let
Peter Woodward know by email or text at
peter.woodyward@gmail.com or 07980 235949.

Mike Price
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