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Chairman’s Update
Harvesting

The apiary team and committee volunteers took 15 supers from the
hives, some heavy with honey, some just with drawn comb and one
from the colony in the tree stump. This ‘hive’ has settled well into the
ground and with its chainsawed front looks a bit like a hobbit’s cottage.
The inhabitants were nice and calm as were most of the other hives.
We used clearing spray on padded boards to drive the bees down from
the supers and only when there were four supers on a hive did the bees
get a bit crowded and slowed down at the queen excluder barrier. Those
still on the frames were brushed off with a feather or brush.
We towed the haul to Dave’s for spinning and the frames may be stored
wet or put back on for cleaning while the weather’s warm. Each set is
numbered with chalk to replace on the correct hives.
All done in under two hours and then home for cider!

Events
The flying and foraging season is drawing to a close and our calendar
is still void. Interest in the challenge of a novice honey show has not
materialised and so that will not take place, either actually or virtually.

Diary Dates 2020
All events remain postponed or
cancelled for the time being.
However, we look forward to
some relaxation of restrictions to
allow outdoor gatherings of small
groups, with suitable hygiene
practice in place, sometime this
summer.
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2020 is: B L U E

Many hands made light work of the honey haul. Peter, Duncan and Clare ready for cider
continued on page 2...
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another inspector. This can be arranged within
the inspection service and in most cases they will
accommodate you. This doesn’t mean to say that
you have to be hostile to an inspector, I would advise
that you try to create a good rapport with him or
her. We know from experience that some have
overstepped the mark, after all most if not all are
just ordinary beekeepers that have been trained
to specifically look for disease.

September Notes
Hi everybody, first things first, we are now fast
approaching the end of the season. In previous
notes I outlined what most beekeepers should do
at this time of the year. Please do not leave your
packing for winter too late. You should have taken
your honey by now and in the coming four weeks or
so settled your bees for winter. Of course there are
always examples of the weather changing and being
very good in the latter part of the year but that isn’t
an excuse to leave your bees too late.
Now I come to a very important statement. We
in the Wye Valley Beekeepers Association always
encourage beekeepers to be friendly and enjoy
their beekeeping with fellow beekeepers and
disseminate any information which is relevant to
the craft, including diseases etc. with the emphasis
on sharing and enjoying beekeeping for our mutual
benefit. However, it’s been brought to my attention
that there are various factions which detract from
this. It’s with this in mind that I write these notes
to reassure our new beekeepers, as one of our
members has felt very intimidated by the inspection
service.
I will start with the positives; I have first-hand
knowledge of various heads of department over
the years and I can assure most beekeepers that
it’s not their intention to foster bad relations
with beekeepers in general. However, within
that structure there are people who for whatever
reason, overstep what I call reasonable and sensible
behaviour.
You should not feel intimidated by any Ministry
official, they should behave in a manner
commensurate with their title. If any beekeeper
feels unhappy with a bee inspector then ask for
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Many of you won’t know of my background with
regard to the Ministry – my father was an inspector
for the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for
nearly 20 years in Herefordshire so I have acquired
knowledge over the years on both sides of the
argument, from the view of a practicing beekeeper
and a Ministry official and make no mistake many
beekeepers can be very awkward. I would encourage
all beekeepers to be open and honest and if you have
a grievance take it up with the person concerned. If
you're unhappy with their explanation then you can
refer it to a higher authority if you so wish.
I have my own views on the inspection service and
there are many ways in which this service could
be improved. The decision-making and policies
are made by people who don’t know one end of
a bee from the other and don’t understand the
requirements of any individual beekeeper. This is a
sad reflection of the service.
Finally, let me reassure any new beekeeper, if you
are worried about any aspect of disease then get in
touch with one of our mentors or me and we will do
our best to help you.

Dave

§

...Chairman’s Update.
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News

I read today that A - list celebrities including David
Beckham and Scarlett Johansson are becoming
beekeepers along with many others taking up the
craft during lockdown. BBKA membership has
increased in number by 20% this year to 28,300
which is good news.

Rob D

§
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Local Disease Information
How to find out if there has been Statutory Disease in your apiary area
The National Bee Unit inspection teams across the country deal with cases of American and European Foul
Brood – our two Statutory Notifiable Diseases – in England this is under the Bee Diseases and Pests Control
(England) Order 2006, Amendments 2010 and Bees Act 1980.
Key to this is the NBU BeeBase apiary location database, which is confidential & available only to the NBU
inspectors. The ‘public’ side of BeeBase is an excellent beekeeping resource and has useful summary
information on disease incidence.
The BeeBase site is genuinely a treasure trove of information on beekeeping husbandry, some of which
goes back a long way, including photos, guides and other publications, so do have a good look. The disease
information and statistics are really useful; for example, you can check if you are in an area with a history of
disease and, if you are, you should be extra vigilant.
If the NBU inspectors identify one of the foulbroods they manage treatment and control. Every registered
beekeeper with an apiary within 3km of the diseased apiary is sent an email asking them to be alert and to
check their colonies for signs of disease. The local NBU inspector will contact those beekeepers close by to
arrange colony inspections.
We can’t do this, however, if your apiaries are not registered – and being a member of a BBKA branch does not
mean you are automatically registered. Please do make sure that you are on BeeBase and keep your apiary
records up to date. Do what you can to encourage other beekeepers to sign up to BeeBase. The NBU cannot
protect your bees from pests and diseases unless we know where they are!
The whole disease control activity and the BeeBase apiary location database is totally confidential; apiary
locations are only available to NBU inspectors who are legally required not to discuss beekeeper names and
apiaries with anyone else.
Here’s what you do:
Go first to www.nationalbeeunit.com; this is the BeeBase site.
Under ‘Contents’ click ‘Bee Pests, Diseases and Maps’
On the new page click ‘Disease Incidence’. There is a lot of information here;
For this ‘show around’ exercise, look at the 10km Square info & go to the ‘Live EFB report’. On the top right it
shows 2020, previous years are there too.
Scroll down to Herefordshire and you’ll see OS square SO35 Eardisley had two cases in May; SO44 Tillington
had one in April, one in June and two in July.
So this is where you need to know where your apiaries are. Under the Ordnance Survey system the whole
country is divided into 100km squares, each given a two letter reference. Herefordshire falls into the SO
reference.
Suppose your apiary is in Mordiford – HR1 4LK; go to Streetmap.co.uk or Grid reference finder or a similar
website, and convert the post code to a grid reference. Mordiford is SO575375, the first and fourth digits
are your 10km square. Look at for this square on the BeeBase EFB list – for SO53 Mordiford, no disease is
recorded in 2020 to date.
Taking a different example; say your apiary was in Kings Pyon, HR4 8PU; the grid reference is SO435508. Now
look for 10km square SO45 on the BeeBase EFB list, this is the Monkland square; you’ll see there were three
cases of EFB in April 2020.
It’s a great system, providing disease information for beekeepers, whilst maintaining confidentiality.
continued on page 4...
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WVBKA Officers for 2020
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
•

Patricia Ronan:

07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

...continued from page 3

A final point; you should always be alert to is the
possibility of either of the foulbrood diseases in your
colonies, they can just arrive over the fence, as it
were, but be super alert if your apiary is in a square
with any sort of history of foulbrood.
Colin Pavey
Regional Bee Inspector, Western England
(covering Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, West Midlands and
Worcestershire)
National Bee Unit
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)
Telephone: Mobile: 07775 119471 | Jabber 56999
Email: colin.pavey@apha.gov.uk
Website: www.gov.uk/apha | Twitter: @APHAgovuk |
Facebook: aphagov
§

Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Clare Penkey
Duncan Penkey
Dave Williams

American Foulbrood Vaccine

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

World's first insect vaccine could help bees fight off
deadly disease
American Foulbrood is an infectious disease
that devastates honeybee hives. Although still
undergoing tests, scientists believe that they have
created a vaccine to help combat the disease.

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
01981 500491
Cliff Rose:		
01981 251844
Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Read more here: https://www.npr.org/674587061

Honorary Auditor:
•

§

Mike Price

§
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