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Spring lambs

WVBKA Charity Registration
Number: 517008

Membership Fees for 2016

A gentle reminder that if you
have not paid your fees for 2016
it is time to do so.

Future events

2016 Calendar

Swarm Management 16 April
th

David Williams has been
successful in persuading Wally
Shaw to come and talk to us
about managing swarms.

The 2016/17 calendar will
be finalised following the
committee meeting on
9th March.  It will then be
circulated to all members.
§

Wally is well known for his
presentation on this subject
and it should be a very
interesting topic.  We are still
working on the details for the
event, but it will probably be an
open full day event along the
lines of the BIFA and Bee Health
day we ran last year.

Library Books

Committee Vacancy

March 9th

Mark this date in your calendar
now and we will circulate
details as they become
available.  Swarming is one of
those topics which many beekeepers worry about.  This
meeting may answer a lot of
your questions. §

April 2nd

Golden Valley Apiary

From the end of March we will
update the newsletter circulation
to current members, so if your
subs are not paid then you will
drop off our newsletter list.  More
importantly your hives will not
be covered by BBKA insurance
cover – BDI and if anything should
happen to your hives you will not
be covered.
§

Diary Dates
•
•

Committee meeting
WBKA Convention

April 8th-10th
•

BBKA Convention

April 15th
•

Talk ‘Swarm Management’

May 8th/9th
•

Practical course Class 1&2

May 14th/15th
•

Practical Course class 3&4

May 21st
•

Car Boot sale
§

Long Lane, Peterchurch
Agents and stockists of Thorne’s
beekeeping equipment: Honey
jars, Varroa treatments, Sheriff
bee suits etc. all at competitive
prices.
Dave and June Williams:  01981
550320
Remember to phone first!   §

Queen Colour of the Year
2016:

WHITE

Any member interested in
borrowing books from the
association library, please
contact David Williams on
07875 426089. A full list of the
library books can be found on
our website     §
We still need an Apiary Manager.
If anyone is interested in
discussing this role please contact
Peter Woodward 01981 240280 or
David Williams on 07875 426089
§

BBKA Public Liability
Insurance

We offer insurance cover within
our policy that covers individual
beekeepers who are members
of the BBKA, whether joining
as individual members, or as
registered or partner members
of their local association that is in
turn a member of the BBKA.
Please note that the verification
certificate for the current year
is now online and available
to download from the BBKA
Members Area of
www.bbka.org.uk                §
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AGM 20th February
This year’s AGM was well attended; thank you to
everyone who turned up, it is good to have the views
of the membership.  Good news from the meeting
is that we now have a new
treasurer;

of the Association apiary.  A proposal was made to
continue with the apiary which was approved, but
the committee now has to consider a new way of
managing the facility into the future.  I will write a
bit more about that for the newsletter in the next
few weeks as we develop our ideas.
Following tea and cakes provided by Rosy
and June we had a presentation from Paul
Crumpton on Crime Prevention, with regard
to minimising hive theft.  Paul made many
useful suggestions which we will summarise
and circulate.  He is also going to supply
information about the best way to contact
the police to discuss crime prevention or
to report an incident.
Attached to this newsletter will be an
inventory of club assets
which

further information will
be included with this year’s calendar.  
As well as the election of officers and
committee members there was a good
long discussion about
the future

should
have been included in the
AGM booklet – I apologise for missing
this off.

Peter Woodward
Photos included , two of members
at the AGM and one of Paul
Crumpton talking.
§

WVBKA March 2016 edition, page 2

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

mean to say that we have completely abandoned
the idea of qualifications.  We can also support those
wishing to undertake any formal qualification.

What makes a good beekeeper?

Notes for March
By now most of your colonies will have turned
the corner and started to lay a few eggs.  Please
exercise caution and do not open up too soon,
premature exposure is bad at this time of year,
exposing the brood to chill can lead to all sorts of
problems.  This doesn’t mean to say you can’t have a
cursory look to see whether you have a laying queen
but do pick a suitable day to ascertain
this.  Once the temperature rises
to at least 60°F/15°C then a
more in depth examination
can take place.  Food
requirements are
most important
at this time
of the year –
don’t let the
bees get too
short.  If it’s too
cold to feed syrup,
then a block of candy
will undoubtedly keep
the bees up together
until they can forage for
their own stores.

Apiary

I was particularly pleased to see the retention of
the apiary site and the bees for at least another
12 months.  I do hope that people will see this
as a positive move and use the facilities to gain
knowledge and experience.  It doesn’t have to be
formally structured, just a will to promote good
husbandry and enjoyment from keeping bees.  
This can be achieved by the willingness of the
membership to support such activities.  I personally
will support this endeavour; however that doesn’t

I’ve been asked this very same question many times
over the years.  It’s important to be a good listener –
remember most of what we learn has been achieved
many times over by many beekeepers.  Having the
ability to move forward and accept new challenges
as and when they arrive and understanding what
is going on around you is also essential.  You can’t
expect bees to thrive and do well, if there’s no flora
available.  If everything else is equal, good weather,
good temperatures, plenty of flora and the bees are
not suffering from any serious illness then by and
large the bees will look after themselves.  Over the
years we have tried to be far too clever, pulling bees
about unnecessarily,
carrying them over large
distances putting
undue stress on
our bees and then
expecting them
to perform.  
Study how
bees behave
in the wild.  
You may well
find the key
there to some
of the problems
which we are experiencing.  
We put large quantities of bees all
in a heap together expecting them to
survive, not realising in some respects
that we are actually adding to their burden.  There
is only a given amount of flora available in a district.  
Just have a think about what I’ve said in these last
few sentences.  There is much more I could say on
this subject, but I don’t wish to harp on.

Dave

§
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Officers for 2016-2017
Chairman:
Peter Woodward

Vice Chairman:
David Williams

01981 240280
07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:

Susan Quigley
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
01981 510183 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer:

Paul Oakley pjoakley@live.co.uk

Membership Secretary:

Suzanne Wenczek
01544 388302
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Association Apiary Manager:
Cliff Rose

01981 251844

Librarian:

David Williams

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER SO PLEASE
CONTIBUTE TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS.

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

David Bannister
Geoff Dutson
Jane Matthews
Andy Strangeway
June Williams

We need your photographs, articles, crossword
puzzles, seasonal advice, recipes - anything
relevant will do.

Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Geoff Dutson
Dave Williams
Jane Matthews

WVBKA Articles

01600 714323
01981 500491
01981 550320
01981 250348

Just one article a year from each member will
provide enough content to keep the newsletter
interesting and varied.  

Website Editor:
Greg Fisk

Newsletter Editors:

You can email articles to the Chairman, Peter
Woodward at: wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Catering:

The deadline for articles is the 22nd of the month

Belinda & Tim Dale

BeeDale@Outlook.com

Rosemary Bashford

§

Honorary Auditor:
Mike Price

§
Please note that in order to save on the costs of
ink, the images contained in the printed version
of this newsletter will be in greyscale.
§
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