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WVBKA AGM 20th February 2016
The association AGM is being held
at Moccas Village Hall at 2pm on
Saturday 20th February.
Full details will be sent to all members
through the post, please come along
to this meeting and have your say. All
views are welcome, but to vote on
proposals membership fees for 2016
must have been paid.
We had originally advertised a talk
on Swarm Control to be given after
the AGM, but we have decided to
hold that as a full session in April, so
after the AGM we have invited Paul
Crumpton a local Crime Prevention
Officer to talk to us about HIVE
SECURITY. There have been some
thefts of hives recently and Paul will
advise us on ways to think about
protecting our apiaries
If any member would like to make a
proposal for discussion at the meeting
this must be sent to the Secretary
prior to the meeting in writing or by
email to quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk
§
Diary Dates
February 20th
• AGM and talk on Hive Security
March 9th
• Committee meeting
April 2nd
• WBKA Convention
April 8th-10th
• BBKA Convention
April 15th
• Talk ‘Swarm Management’
§

Chairman’s View for 2016
After one year in the role as
chairman I am beginning to think
about what we have planned for
the association for 2016.  The
committee is working on events
for the next 12 months, trying to
provide something for everyone in
a way that will help improve beekeeping skills and be entertaining.  
Our objective is to try and engage
the whole membership but we
have seen that over the last year,
that although there is a small core
of interested participants in our
meetings, sometimes it is only the
committee who are the regular
attendees.

It would be great if new people would
like to join the committee, we currently
have a vacancy for the post of treasurer
as Paul Oakley has stood down from that
role.  Volunteering for the committee
doesn’t mean a great deal of work, but it
does help when we are organising events
to be able to spread the work load over
more people so we each have less to do.

We also need to discuss the future of the
Shenmore apiary at the AGM.  While this
is a great facility to have, if it is not used
on a regular basis then it is disheartening
for the apiary manager who gives up
their time.  Cliff has put a lot of effort
into getting the apiary off the ground but
would now like someone else to take up
the reins.  We need an enthusiast to take
This either means that the majority this on and make the apiary a key part of
our education package.
of our members are otherwise
occupied, or we are not providing
Another challenge we have is how to
the sort of meetings that you
would like to have or they are not improve our website.  It functions as it is
but it isn’t really a good communication
at suitable times. We all seem to
have very busy lives and fitting in platform.  It isn’t difficult to have a new
website developed for us but to keep
a bee-related event means that
something else must give.  If you it current and relevant we need an
feel we are not providing what the enthusiast to become our web master.  
membership wants or needs, then At the moment the committee has held
back on making any changes until we can
we are not doing our job.  If we
could do better please let us know. find the right person to help us redesign
the website and then to take charge of it.  
th
The AGM is on 20 February and Is anyone keen to take this on?  Let me
know if you would be interested.
this is an ideal opportunity for
feedback to be given.  It would be
good if as many of you as possible I wish you all the best for 2016 and hope
would come along to that meeting.   your bees fly well.
Queen Colour of the Year 2016:

WHITE

Peter Woodward
§
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Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

Christmas Dinner

On Saturday, 5th
December 18
members of the
WVBKA gathered
for what was for me,
the first round of
Christmas festivities.  
The company was
varied, bridging all
ages and bee-keeping
experience.  Andi and
I were welcomed warmly to
this, our first, bee-keeping
Christmas dinner.
Rosie did an excellent job
liaising with The Castlefields
and ensured that we all had
huge helpings of our chosen
Christmas fayre.  Wine flowed,
crackers popped and
party
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hats were adorned
and as we sat back, fully sated,
Peter took to the floor to
award numerous raffle prizes
and an array of club cups.
It was a lovely lunch with great
company.  Thanks again to
Rosie for organising it all so
efficiently.

Juliet Parker-Smith
§

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

February notes
Seasons greetings to you all.  I’m not going to bore
you with a load of bee-keeping issues except the
important things which you should keep an eye on.  
If the weather turns very cold, perhaps with a little
bit of snow, then that is the time woodpeckers will
visit your hives.  Providing they do not start attacking
your hives, you will probably be OK.  However, if you
are unlucky, woodpeckers can do a lot of damage in a
very short space of time.  The only sure way of stopping them is to put some protection over your hives.  
There are many ways to protect hives which usually
involve draping something over them.  Without going to the expense of wire mesh, some big bale wrap
usually does the trick.
What else should we be thinking about at this time
of the year?  Well, wind damage is ever present and
you need to make sure your hives are strapped down
in some way.  Stores also need to be kept an eye on.  
Of course you cannot feed liquid at this time of the
year; a block of fondant will usually keep bees alive.  
If you do practice the trickle method with oxalic acid
then please don’t keep your bees exposed to the elements for too long, the briefest of exposure is best.
One other thing which may be important to consider
is disturbance by stock.  Do make sure that your
hives can’t be knocked over by livestock.
May you all have a prosperous year.

WVBKA Articles
This is your newsletter so please contibute to
make it a success.  Just one article a year from
each member will provide enough content to
keep the newsletter interesting and varied.  
You can email articles to the Chairman, Peter
Woodward at: wvbkachairman@gmail.com
The deadline for articles is the 22nd of the month
§

Happy bee-keeping

Dave
§
Please note that in order to save on the costs of ink,
the images contained in the printed version of this
newsletter will be in greyscale.
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Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

Officers for 2015-2016
Chairman:

Peter Woodward

01981 240280

‘Bee Improvement for All’ Gwent BKA
An all-day event aimed at encouraging beekeepers to
improve their bees.

General & Honey Show Secretary:

The purpose is to help beekeepers to continuously
assess their colonies so they have a good idea of
which queens to cull and which colonies to take
queen cells from when they need new queens.

Treasurer:
Paul Oakley pjoakley@live.co.uk
Membership Secretary:

There will be tuition on how to raise queens using
queen cells that bees often present us with during
the summer, as well as some simple “artificial”
techniques that may be suitable for the more
advanced beekeeper or those working in groups.

Vice Chairman:
David Williams

07875 426089

Susan Quigley
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
01981 510183 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Suzanne Wenczek
01544 388302
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Association Apiary Manager:
Cliff Rose

01981 251844

Librarian:

David Williams

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

David Bannister
Geoff Dutson
Jane Matthews
Andy Strangeway
June Williams

Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Geoff Dutson
Dave Williams
Jane Matthews

Contact:  Treasurer Gwent BKA. 84 Festival Crescent,
New Inn, Pontypool, Gwent. NP4 0NH  
01600 714323
01981 500491
01981 550320
01981 250348

Greg Fisk

Belinda & Tim Dale

Date:  Sun 20th March 2016
Time: 9.00 for 9.30-4.30 approx.
Venue:  Usk Memorial Hall, Maryport Street, Usk.
NP15 1LH
Cost:  £10/head adult.  £7/head for under 18, who
must be accompanied by a fee paying adult.
Refreshments included but bring your own lunch.

Website Editor:
Newsletter Editors:

Further details can be found on http://bibba.com/

BeeDale@Outlook.com

Catering:

Rosemary Bashford

Tel:  01495 751536 or 07886 566777
email: treasurer@gwentbeekeepers.co.uk
I have just had notification of another BIFA day on
20th February at  Llanelwedd Jubilee Hall, Llanelwedd,
Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3TY.
Any queries please contact Chris Cardew at
chris_cardew@hotmail.com  or
mobile 07944 722999.
§

Honorary Auditor:

Mike Price                             §

Library Books

Any member interested in borrowing books from the
association library, please contact David Williams on
07875 426089. A full list of the library books can be
found on our website .
§
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Vacancies on the Committee

We still need a new Apiary Manager and Treasurer. If
anyone is interested in discussing these roles please
contact Peter Woodward 01981 240280 or David
Williams on 07875 426089
§

