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View of Hay Bluff

WVBKA Charity Registration
Number: 517008
Pre-Christmas Lunch
Saturday 5th December
The meal is at the
Castlefields pub, we have
booked the meal for Saturday 5th
December at 12.30 for 1pm.
The Castlefields has provided us
with an excellent meal over the last
couple of years and its reputation
has grown locally, their restaurant
is usually full – a good indication of
approval.
Attached to this newsletter is
a menu and order form for the
meal.  Please return the booking
form to Rosemary Bashford
by 14th November.   §

Diary Dates
November 18th
•

Committee meeting

December 5th
•

Pre-Christmas lunch

January 13th
•

Committee meeting

February 20th
•

AGM 2pm Moccas Hall

Queen Colour of the Year 2015:

BLUE

T

The Wye Valley Honey Show and Harvest Lunch at
the Seven Stars in Clehonger on 4th October 2015

he Honey Show this year was
rather different in that we had
a new judge and a new venue,
both of which were a great
success.

The Honey Show Judge was
Debbie Smith, who is an
Executive Committee Member of
Herefordshire BKA.
It was a closed judging which
Debbie completed very efficiently,
she gave very positive feedback to
exhibitors and pointers regarding
improvement.  Debbie was ably
assisted by Dan Wenczek

who acted, for at least the fifth
year, as Show Steward — ‘thank
you’ Dan.

I would like to thank all of the
competitors, without them there
would not be a show. Although
the number of entries was down
this year the quality was good.  I
would also like to thank Rosie for
being our Honey Show scribe,
Debbie commented on the
beautifully written prize cards.  
Finally, I would like to thank
Kay and Les for hosting the
show, it was a wonderful lunch
and no washing up required!
continued...

Debbie joined us for an excellent
Sunday lunch, provided by Les
and Kay Pearson who are the
landlord and lady of the Seven
Stars in Clehonger.  Seventeen of
us sat down for a lunch of either
roast pork or beef.  The food was
plentiful, the company convivial
and the location, next to the
skittle alley, gave us a good idea
for a future social event.
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Congratulations to all the cup winners listed below:
The BBKA Certificate of Merit
The M & AD Williams Challenge Cup
The Wye Valley BKA Challenge Cup
The Wye Valley Rose Bowl
The Golden Valley Cup
The Rosemary Meehan Trophy
The Ralf Dover Cup
The Baker Cup

Lois Wenczek
Mike Price and Rob Doran
Bob Mendy
Dave Williams
Lois Wenczek
Geoff Dutson
Rob Doran
Geoff Dutson

Sue Quigley
(Show Secretary)

BBKA Survey October to December 2015
BBKA in the coming years

Over the last twelve years the BBKA has grown
significantly.  In 2003 there were 60 area associations and
8,463 members.  Today there are 69 area associations
and around 25,500 members.  Twelve years ago members
were mostly interested in producing honey but British
beekeeping has changed much over the last 12 years.  
Today’s membership interests are wide and varied.
Like many organisations that have grown rapidly, our
structure and ways of working need to adapt so the time
has come to ask ourselves some questions starting with
the following:
1. What roles should the BBKA play?
2. What sort of organisation structure would be best to
fulfil these roles?
3. What sort of constitutional structure would ensure
good governance?
The survey
A survey has been developed to get input which will allow
us to start the process of answering those questions.  The
survey is being sent electronically to all area association
members and their branches and/or divisions.  All
members are also asked as individuals to complete the
survey to get as wide a response as possible.  Three
months have been allowed for consultation and
discussion locally.  The survey will be open from the
beginning of October to the end of December.  To help in
the analysis of the data it should be completed online via
the link available at the end of this introduction.
As well as helping your association in preparing a
collective response of members, I would urge you to
complete the survey online as an individual.
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Some of the questions posed in the survey are, of
necessity, controversial but they have all been suggested
to me by members and member association officers.  This
is an opportunity to see if they have a wider relevance.
Paper copies of the survey are available and can be added
to the results manually if necessary but by preference
please do the survey online.  One small issue that may
arise is that the survey can only be completed once for
each login on a computer.  If this causes a problem for any
reason then the use of a paper copy could help.

The BBKA is your organisation

This survey is the first step in ensuring that it is the
organisation you want it to be whatever your interest in
the keeping of bees.  Please help by supporting this survey
and please be reassured that all responses will be treated
in the strictest of confidence, with no one member or
association identified by their responses.
If you have any questions or problems completing the
survey then please contact the office at: 2015survey@
BBKA.org.uk
If you do not feel able to answer any question there is,
in most cases, a ‘don’t know’ option.  There are also
opportunities to add comments for all questions where
appropriate.
I look forward to seeing the results of this survey which
I am sure will give us all a lot to think about. Thank you
in advance for your support.  By preference it should be
completed online via this link: BBKA in the coming years
or visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LDQ6Z7C
§
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N

ovember notes

I'm writing these notes in early October, I have
heard many stories of colonies in distress through wasp
damage.  There is nothing new in this, wasps have been
a problem for years – almost as long as I can remember  
However, there does seem to be years when they are far
worse than others.  Generally speaking, this is because
the bees are weak or have no queen and have lost the
will to defend themselves.  There have been many
theories on how to combat this problem,
personally if a colony or stock is being
robbed out it is almost impossible to
stop the invasion unless the hive is
moved to a fresh location.  Even then
if they have lost the will to survive, it
may be difficult to resurrect a colony
so don't be despondent and lose
heart, it is quite natural.  Keeping your
colonies strong, well fed and with a
good queen will in most cases fit the
bill.  Of course you will have reduced your entrances
early in August to prevent wasps starting the process of
robbing.
Right, that's enough of that, what about the good things?  
No doubt you will have managed a few pounds of honey
this year.  By the time these notes reach you, with a bit of
luck the colonies will be in cluster.

Now is the time to consider your requirements for next
year, including cleaning your existing equipment.  There
is some interesting evidence that viruses are playing quite
a part in debilitating colonies strength etc., I have heard
that some beekeepers are practising irradiation for some
of their comb.  I am not sure whether this is practical or
about the expense etc.  Many years ago when this was
put forward as a way to clean comb it was very expensive,
almost to the point where it was not practical to be
considered.  I'm not sure whether this is correct or not,
but I am told that irradiation does make comb completely
sterile, including the brood disease.  I have no knowledge
how this works, this is only hearsay.  I am sure there are
knowledgeable people who will throw some light on this.  
Perhaps this could be considered a topic which could be
explored at a meeting?  Just an idea.  For my part, when
I attended a lecture on viruses I was told that they
were very difficult to destroy, almost impossible.  
Perhaps beekeepers should take a fresh
look at how bee-keeping equipment
is cleaned.  If these viruses are very
serious and it seems they are to some
extent, it would appear that the varroa
mite provides a niche for these viruses
to damage our bees.  However, it is
not a topic that I know a great deal
about.  This is beyond my expertise
and perhaps we could explore through
a lecture the way ahead?  There is no
reason why we shouldn't try new ideas to help our bees.  
There is no doubt they have been suffering considerably
as a result of the dreaded varroa mite, which is still
present and causing damage.

Dave

§

BBKA Membership

For membership issues, please contact Suzanne
Wenczek on: wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Christmas and New Year Newsletter

As we won’t be producing a newsletter at the end of
December, next month’s newsletter will be a double
issue to cover both December and January.  The deadline
for this issue will be 22nd November so if you have any
articles, humorous or interesting items to keep your fellow
beekeepers amused over the dark winter evenings then
do email them to us at: BeeDale@Outlook.com
Editors
§

WVBKA Association Apiary Shenmore

Information about upcoming events may be found on
Cliff’s blog: http://www.wvbkaaa.blogspot.co.uk

WVBKA Website

For any member who wishes to download this newsletter
or catch up on any information connected to our
association, please follow the link below to visit our
website:  www.bbka.org.uk/local/wyevalley
Following comments from members, the committee is
considering how to revamp the website.  We know some
of you have experience in web design and if anyone
would like to help us with our plans please do get in
touch.  We would also like to appoint a web master who
would take on responsibility for the running of the site
and maybe help us to build a new website to our own
design.                                   §
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Officers for 2015-2016
Chairman:

Peter Woodward

Vice Chairman:
David Williams

01981 240280
07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:

Varroa Treatments and Feeding Bees

As we’re fast approaching winter, now is the time to
make sure your bees are in good condition and well
fed.  The NBU has good guidance leaflets available
on the Beebase website.
Have a look at the following link for varroa
treatments: http://goo.gl/I7IZN8

Susan Quigley
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
01981 510183 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

And this one for advice on feeding sugar:
http://goo.gl/tQRo0b

Treasurer:
Paul Oakley pjoakley@live.co.uk
Membership Secretary:

BBKA Honey Survey 2015

Suzanne Wenczek
01544 388302
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Association Apiary Manager:
Cliff Rose

01981 251844

Librarian:

David Williams

If you haven't already completed the BBKA Honey
Survey please take part.  Already there appear
to be many differences throughout the country,
even between beekeepers less than 5 miles apart.  
These variances show just how important it is
that as many members complete the survey as
possible. To take part in the on-line survey, visit
https://goo.gl/JexexV

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

David Bannister
Geoff Dutson
Jane Matthews
Andy Strangeway
June Williams

Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Geoff Dutson
Dave Williams
Jane Matthews

BBKA Public Liability Insurance

01600 714323
01981 500491
01981 550320
01981 250348

Website Editor:
Greg Fisk

Newsletter Editors:
Belinda & Tim Dale

Catering:

Rosemary Bashford

Honorary Auditor:

We offer insurance cover within our policy that
covers individual beekeepers who are members of
the BBKA, whether joining as individual members,
or as registered or partner members of their local
association that is in turn a member of the BBKA.
Please note that the verification certificate for the
forthcoming year is now online and available to
download from the BBKA Members Area of
www.bbka.org.uk.

Vacancies on the Committee

We still need a new Apiary Manager and Treasurer. If
anyone is interested in discussing these roles please
contact Peter Woodward 01981 240280 or David
Williams on 07875 426089.

Mike Price

Golden Valley Apiary
Library Books

Any member interested in borrowing books from the
association library, please contact David Williams on
07875 426089. A full list of the library books can be
found on our website .

Long Lane, Peterchurch
Agents and stockists of Thorne’s beekeeping
equipment: Honey jars, varroa treatments, Sheriff bee
suits etc. all at competitive prices.
Dave and June Williams:  01981 550320
Remember to phone first!
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