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Diary Dates 2021
• 19th November –  Apiary 

Mee ng
• 4  December – Christmas 

Lunch
§

Autumn has brought with it our honey harvest and show; me now to 
feed our li le flying friends and prepare our hives for the winter.
Thanks to all those who came along to this year’s Honey Show, 
both supporters and exhibitors.  Great to be able to hold a 
social event again, to catch up and have a laugh or two 
(thanks for flashing those fabulous socks Geoff!).  It 
was really good to see some new faces and meet 
new members too.  The day was made possible 
by associa on volunteers – June (main lady and 
organiser), Karen (Honey Show Secretary), Sue 
(Steward and able assistant to the judges), and to Val 
and Jim, who generously gave their me and 
exper se to judge our entries.  Sincere thanks to 
you all.

Response to our newsle er ques onnaire 
at the end of the summer, was also 

appreciated.  Taking into account 
majority views, the commi ee have 
decided to keep Dave’s blog going on a 
monthly basis – this will be emailed out to 
members, just as the newsle er is now.  A 
more comprehensive newsle er, which will 
contain all other ar cles and reports sent in by 
members, will now be a quarterly affair – 
spring, summer, autumn and winter.  I am 
always looking for interes ng ar cles to include, 
so please email me anything that you feel other 
associa on members may be interested in.

Juliet
§

The Beekeeper’s Handbook 
Offer
The Beekeeper's Handbook is a 
single‐volume guide to the hobby 
and profession of beekeeping; a 
resource for both beginner and 
veteran beekeepers.  A fully 
updated and expanded 5  
edi on is now available.
Associa on members have been 
offered a 25% discount (RRP 
£22.99).
To redeem the discount apply the 
below code at the checkout 
through the Combined Academic 
Publishers website using the 
discount code at checkout.
Discount code: BEEKEEPER25
h ps://www.combinedacademic.co.uk/

9781501752612/the‐beekeepers‐

handbook/

§

Notes from the Chair
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Honey Show and Harvest Lunch – Sunday 26  September
On a perfect, sunny autumn day, 28 beekeepers met at Poston Mill, Peterchurch for the first WVBKA social 
event since lockdown.  Among them were some new members and two teenagers, hopefully poten al 
beekeepers.

Without a doubt, we all enjoyed the chance to get together again over lunch (there were some fantas c 
looking desserts available), and to admire the varied and interes ng exhibits in the Honey Show.  From the 
honey to the other edibles prepared with honey, honey cake and Welsh cakes, to the decora ve candles and 
other bee‐related entries such as wax sandwich wraps, there was a really good display of members' skills.  For 
future reference, the ‘black honey’ entries are judged on taste alone so never mind any wax or bee bits.  That's 
a great leveller and so easy!

As usual, everything was really well organised by June, and Juliet presented the trophies with her usual flair.  A 
big thanks to all who helped to make this such an enjoyable way to mark the end of the season for 2021.

Julie Crickmore
§

The Golden Valley Apiary Cup

Dave Williams

The WVBKA Challenge Cup

Chris Robinson

The Baker Cup

Ruth Taylor

The Rosemary Meehan Trophy

Geoff Dutson

Lunch Jim

WVBKA Oct/Nov 2021 edi on, page 2

Wye Valley Beekeepers Associa on



WVBKA Honey Show Results – 2021
Class 1 – Light Honey 1st Chris Robinson 2nd J & A Parker‐Smith 3rd Becci Walker
Class 2 – Med/Dark Honey 1st Peter & Liz Overstall 2nd Geoff Dutson 3rd Peter Woodward
Class 3 – Gran/So  Set Honey 1st Chris Robinson 2nd Peter Woodward 3rd Geoff Dutson
Class 8 – Cake of Bees Wax 1st Dave Williams 2nd J & A Parker‐Smith
Class 9 – 3 Matching Moulded 1st J & A Parker‐Smith
                   Candles
Class 11 – Exhibit connected 1st Dave Williams 2nd J & A Parker‐Smith 3rd Peter Woodward
                  To Beekeeping
Class 12 – Bo le of Mead 1st J & A Parker‐Smith 
Class 13 – Honey Fruit Cake 1st Ruth Taylor 2nd Geoff Dutson
Class 14 – Honey Welsh Cakes 1st Geoff Dutson 2nd J & A Parker‐Smith
Class 15 – Honey Cookies 1st Geoff Dutson
Class 19 – Black Jar 1st J & A Parker‐Smith 2nd Geoff Dutson 3rd Becci Walker
(Judged on flavour alone)

Presenta ons

The BBKA Cer ficate of Merit (Best Exhibit in Show) Dave Williams
The M & A D Williams Challenge Shield Chris Robinson
(Highest Aggregate Points in Classes 1 > 8)
The Wye Valley BKA Challenge Cup    Chris Robinson
(Highest Aggregate Points in Classes 1, 2 & 3)
The Wye Valley Rose Bowl (Winner of Class 8) Dave Williams
The Golden Valley Apiary Cup (Winner of Class 11) Dave Williams
The Rosemary Meehan Trophy Geoff Dutson
(Highest Aggregate Points in Classes 13, 14 & 15)
The Baker Cup – (Winner of Class 13)     Ruth Taylor

§
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Notes for October & November

Well we have reached the me of year when all is 
gathered in, the bees have been fed and you’re 
wondering what to do with yourselves now the 
bees have gone to bed.  While it is fresh in 
your mind make a few notes about your 
requirements for the coming season such 
as frames, founda on or any li le things 
which need replacing.  Make a list and get 
your requirements early so that you do 
not have a disappointment when the 
manufacturers cannot supply because 
they have run out of stock.  Bee‐wise 
there is very li le to say at this me of 
the year.  In most cases the bees will have 
ceased breeding, in other words there is 
very li le brood and very li le for the 
beekeeper to see so looking at your 
brood nest at this me of the year 
won’t do much good.
He ing your hives is an important task 
to undertake.  When you have completed 
feeding your hive including the floor and brood 
chamber but minus the roof, it should weight about 
25kg.  When he ing it should resemble li ing a sack 
of spuds, in most cases this will be sufficient to take 
the bees through the winter, but be ready to give a 
block of candy when the bees start breeding in the 
spring if needed.  I personally do not believe in 
spring feeding of any kind unless less they are short 
of food.

The bees should be allowed to develop 
naturally with the seasons, this is most 

important.  There are many beekeepers who 
s mulate their bees and run into 
problems with swarming earlier because 
of that interven on.  If they have food 
let them develop in their natural way, it 
is very easy to get them out of step with 

the season.
Make sure your hives are ed down for winter 

and keep a weather eye open for that dreaded 
woodpecker when he comes along.  The cold 

snaps usually associated with a light covering of 
snow will encourage the woodpeckers to be more 
adventurous and some mes damage your hives.  If 
you live in an area surrounded by woods you are 
more likely to a ract woodpeckers.  However it’s not 

difficult to deter them, all you need to 
do is drape something over the hives 
to scare them away.  Over the years 
I’ve found the nets which the 
farmers use on the round bales 
good to drape over the hives. The 
bees can s ll get out but the 
woodpecker has got nowhere to 
perch on to damage the hive.
There is one thing that I have not 

men oned before and that is 
making a drop of mead, which is the 

oldest drink known to man.  It is not 

difficult to make, all you need do is 
dissolve about 4½ lbs of nice honey for a 
sweet mead.  That’s another li le job 
which you can try and find very 

enjoyable.  You will need a good quality 
yeast to start the fermen ng process and keep in a 
rela vely stable atmosphere.  It is quite nice to see a 
demijohn bubbling away.
That’s it today folks, good luck, be happy, be well, 
keep your distance, wash your hands etc.

Dave
§
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WVBKA Officers for 2021

Chair:
• Juliet Parker‐Smith 07387 080380

julietps@me.com

Vice Chair:
• Patricia Ronan: 07903 054699

Secretary:
• Bob North: 07715 483862

Honey Show Secretary:
• Karen Pritchard

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467

Grove Co age, Walterstone,Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Associa on Apiary Management Team:
• Dave Williams
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Geoff Dutson

Newsle er Edi ng: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale beedale@outlook.com

Commi ee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Commi ee:            
• Jane Ma hews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Peter Woodward 01432 839251
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Julie Crickmore
• Juliet & Andi Parker‐Smith
• Cliff Rose
• Fletcher Barker
• Andy Strangeway

Website Editor:
• Roger  Jenner

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

BBKA Exam Success
Congratula ons to WVBKA member, Mike Price.
BBKA wri en examina on results are listed in 
the September edi on of BBKA news and record 
Mike as passing the Module 1 (Honeybee 
Management) and Module 2 (Honeybee 
Products and Forage) exams.
Well done Mike.

§
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