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2021 is:   WHITE

WVBKA Charity Registra on 
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Diary Dates 2021
• 20th May – World Bee Day

  

Apiary mee ng dates:
• 4th June
• 6th August
• 17th September
• 9th November

 

Un l legisla on allows us to meet 
again, these meets will be ‘on‐line’.

It may not quite be the Apiary, but 
our successful Zoom mee ngs last 
year, gave us a chance to meet and 
discuss our bees during the season. 
We hope to see you there and will 
let you know as soon as we can 
meet ‘face to face’ at Shenmore 
again and other events become 
possible.

§

COVID‐19 Update
Although the wind is s ll from the north, our bees are ac ve now and many of 
us, especially new members, are eager to meet up in person to learn more 
from our group experts.  This is par cularly important for the high number of 
people who have signed up to do the Basic Beekeeping Course, which was 
cancelled last year because of COVID‐19 restric ons.

In order to learn at the hives, close proximity to the teacher is required.  
Normally, there may be up to 10 people gathered around a hive to learn.  
Communica on is more challenging, as is observa on, when wearing a bee 
hood.  It may be possible to wear a mask under the hood, but this will further 
impede communica on and observa on and may detract from learning.

Our senior mentors are clear that they would like new beekeepers to have a 
posi ve, strong and well‐taught learning experience so that they are truly 
enabled to become good beekeepers and will definitely fall in love with 
beekeeping.

For this reason, we have decided to wait a li le longer before conduc ng the 
Beginners Course, or indeed holding prac cal sessions at the apiary in 
Shenmore.  Over the coming weeks, the mentors will examine op ons that we 
hope will enable at least some of our beginners to learn at the hives, as well 
as our ongoing members.

Numbers may well be limited for prac cal sessions this year and we are 
looking at op ons for this.

When we do finally get together, pre‐tes ng for COVID‐19 using rapid lateral 
flow tests may be required.  If so, we will inform you in good me and there 
may be a process to follow.  Needless to say, please do not a end any event if 
you have poten al or known COVID‐19 symptoms.  There is more informa on 
here:

h ps://www.gov.uk/order‐coronavirus‐rapid‐lateral‐flow‐tests

June and Roger will keep you informed of any progress we make with regards 
to running our course and prac cal sessions.

We hope you are all in good health and that we can meet safely for some 
good beekeeping lessons very soon!

Pa i i  R n
§

If you are an experienced beekeeper who may be able to do a 
little practical mentorship, we would really appreciate it if you 
could help for this year.  Please contact Peter Woodward or Juliet 
Parker‐Smith to let them know your experience and availability.
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March brought about our first apiary mee ng of 
2021. Yes, it was online, but it was really good to 
catch up with Associa on members again – eighteen 
turned up on the night.

It gave me a chance to discuss my correspondence 
with Anne Rowberry, BBKA Chair, with regards to 
bee imports.  As promised at the AGM, I had 
wri en to the BBKA and my le er:

• Commended BBKA for their 
published statement, designed to 
draw government a en on to the 
risk of impor ng bees.

• Voiced members concerns about 
the apparent inconsistencies in 
taking adver sing revenue from 
companies who openly import 
bees. 

• Acknowledged the revenue loss 
that would come about if these 
companies were prevented from 
adver sing and suggested that an alterna ve 
stream of funding should be sought.

• Concluded by commending the BBKA for 
encouraging queen rearing and suggested that 
this ini a ve should be expanded on.

The reply I received from Anne:

Dear Juliet

We have, as you know, raised the issue at 
Government level in Wales, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and England. 

We applied for a Parliamentary Pe on at the 
beginning of February, but apparently the COVID 
situa on is slowing everything down. Our main 
thrust was to be as the pe on was launched, but 
we have decided not to wait but launch our protest 
now.

You will be hearing about our protests on behalf of 
our members very soon. I will be asking all our 
beekeepers to approach the media and contact local 
MPs and councillors, in fact spreading the concern 

about bee imports as wide as 
possible.

The BBKA NEWS is being 
careful not to adver se any bees 

being sold as origina ng outside the UK. 
We could try to refuse adverts for mated 
queens bred outside the UK but the 
number of businesses involved is very 
high. Some import queens early, 
produce queens from them and sell 
them as Bri sh bred queens, it is 

difficult. Another point to consider is the 
revenue generated which can be 7‐8K 

per annum from one business alone 
adver sing. We try to reach a balance as 

quite a large percentage of our beekeepers 
want to purchase queens from Italy or Greece etc., 
but we are not adver sing any bee packages, 
colonies or nucs that come in through the only access 
i.e. the back door through Northern Ireland. 
Hopefully no one will want to purchase these bees, 
we need to advise all our beginners courses to buy 
local bees and that can only happen if we raise 
enough.

I am promo ng more widely ‘Simple Queen rearing’ 
for all beekeepers and the necessity for all 
beekeepers to gain the knowledge and exper se to 
take their colonies through the winter along with 
overwintered nucs ready to start the new season.

I hope your season goes well

Kind regards 

Anne

§

continued on page 5..

Nigel Semmence, Na onal Bee Unit (NBU) confirmed 
there have been 21 sigh ngs during 2016–2020.  
These were spread across the country from 
Penzance to Edinburgh.  In all, eight queens and ten 
nests were found.

In 2020 there were 9,592 Asian Hornet (AH) alerts, 
all of which were triaged by the UK Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology (UKCEH).  73% of the alerts 

were received via the Asian Hornet Watch app.  The 
majority of alerts were found to be either European 
Hornets, Giant Wood Wasps, Hornet Mimic 
Hoverflies or Ichneumon Wasps.

The August edi on of Bee Cra  will contain an ar cle 
from UKCEH and NBU detailing what was reported 
and how triaging works.

Notes from the Chair

Asian Hornet Conference 2021
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I am wri ng these notes on 20th April but you 
probably will not receive these un l 1st May by which 

me there will be a number of colonies preparing to 
swarm or as I call it reproduce.  Please have any 
addi onal equipment ready for this which 
undoubtedly will occur at some point, don’t be 
caught out by not being ready.  I’m told that there are 
drones about now.  It is about this me of year when 
they become sexually mature and they will be able 
on good days to fly to the drone assemblies ready for 
any skirmish which may take place.

I don’t know how many of you have actually 
examined your colonies in any depth but it is a good 

me of year to have a look at the brood, frame by 
frame, to actually ascertain the depth of any disease 
which may be present.  Hopefully, there will be none 
but fewer bees make it easier to examine for the 
beekeeper.  You may wonder how to do that – it’s 
very simple.  Close your mind to anything other than 
brood diseases and focus, focus and focus again on 
the brood diseases i.e. EFB or AFB.  Many of you have 
been taught exactly what to look for; it is beholden 
upon any beekeeper to have a good look at the 
brood frame by frame and if necessary shake a few 
bees off.

Start at the flank remover comb and create a bit of 
space so that you can shake the bees.  There 
probably won’t be any brood of any consequence on 
the flank comb, maybe the first two combs which can 
be moved to one side to create room.  It doesn’t 
really ma er where you put the combs as long as you 
don’t go and s ck your boots in them. Shake the bees 
off then you can either put them in a li le nucleus 
box by the side of the hive or you can put them in 
front of the hive.  Shake the bees off first so that you 
don’t put the queen out in the cold and lose her in 
the grass.  It’s important to do all this very carefully, 
and I mean very carefully!  If there are a lot of bees 
s ll on the comb shake a few more off, you’ve been 
shown how to do this.  Then examine the comb.  
What you are looking for is pearly white larvae in the 
cells.  Look at the peripheral of the brood nest not 
the sealed brood to start with, look where it’s open 
and you will see the larvae curled in a nice curl.  With 
good daylight you can almost see it shimmering, 
that’s what you’re looking for, pearly white larvae.

Notes for May

If there are any larvae which are showing signs of 
distress then refer to the switch cards, which most of 
you will have.  They have been produced to help you 
in your endeavour to keep good healthy colonies, but 
none of this carries any weight unless you’re prepared 
to do it.  Do it thoroughly and clear your mind of 
anything else.  Never mind the queen, never mind 
anything else and just look purely for disease.  If the 
larvae, in the case of EFB is a nice pearly white, then 
more o en than not everything is fine.  Of course 
there is always the situa on where there are a few 
larvae either dying from chalk brood or maybe other 
things that will raise your suspicion.

AFB is a rather different ke le of fish.  It does affect 
the larvae just the same, but normally speaking the 
occupants of the cell will have died within the cell.  
Look at the capped brood and if you can see some of 
the brood are convex instead of being concave, they 
may have a li le hole in and perhaps look greasy and 
slightly darker than its surrounding cousins, then 
those are the cells to look at.  Now if you put a match 
s ck in the cell and it doesn’t look quite right and the 
contents of the cell ‘ropes’, in other words, it s cks to 
the matchs ck and it comes out like glue, then you 
may have a problem.  If it doesn’t ‘rope’ then it may 
be something else such as sac brood, but it’s not AFB.

Hopefully, if you do as I say and examine your bees 
thoroughly you won’t have any real problems.  Now 
should you suspect that you do have a problem, the 
first thing to do is to get a second opinion.  If it is one 
of these brood diseases then it is no fiable and you 
should call the Bees Officer and they will help in the 
diagnos c process.  There are kits available for the 
average beekeeper to buy these days.  I believe they 
call them lateral flow systems where you take a 
sample of the disease material put it in a phial, give it 
a good shake and then put a spot on the lateral flow 
system and follow the instruc ons.  If it’s posi ve then 
you will know what to do.  Now I’ve made rather a lot 
of examining your bees for disease and we can have a 
session on it, when possible, to show you what to 
look for.  There are things within the bee hive which 
look very similar to disease but in many cases are not.  
When you consider that there are thousands of eggs 
being laid, anything up to two thousand, then it’s not 
surprising that one or two fall by the wayside.

That’s about it for now.

D  
§
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Here are two summaries on presenta ons given 
about Asian Hornets from Peter Woodward who is 
our local expert.

Stephen Mar n, Salford University – Asian 
Hornet overview

Hornets and honeybees have a fundamentally 
different lifecycle.  Hornets are more akin to wasps 
with a fer le overwintered queen star ng a nest in 
the spring.  The queen builds a starter nest with 
approximately six cells and lays eggs and feeds 
larvae.  This is golf ball‐size and is steadily expanded 
to tennis ball‐size.  Gradually the number of workers 
increase and then the queen will stay in the nest and 
just lay eggs, while the workers forage and feed the 
larvae.  At some point with about 100 workers the 
whole colony will some mes move to another site 
and start a secondary nest.  This nest grows slowly 
through the summer and reaches peak numbers in 
the autumn up to 10,000 workers.  Then male and 
female sexuals are produced which leave the nest, 
and the nest gradually dwindles due to reduced food 
supply (honeybees less ac ve).  The new queens 
have large fat reserves in their bodies which keep 
them alive during their hiberna on.

The diet of the Asian Hornet can be 30‐40% 
honeybees.  Each nest will consume 11kgs of 
honeybees in a season.

It is believed that the Asian Hornet can colonise the 
UK despite lower temperatures than France.  The 
important factor for them is a food supply, so 
honeybees will suffer.

Andrew Durham – Asian Hornet situa on in 
France

The Asian Hornet has spread widely in France a er 
its arrival in 2004.  The greatest densi es are in the 
south and central regions, notably along the courses 
of rivers and spreading into the surrounding 
catchments.  Further north, the Asian Hornet is more 
concentrated in the west and along the north 
western coast.  The north eastern coast has a lower 
popula on which varies more year on year, 
depending on weather.

The summary of this presenter was that the French 
government was unprepared for the control of the 
Asian Hornet and took a long me to accept that it 

Asian Hornet Conference 2021

was a problem.  Honeybee numbers had been 
declining in France for many years before the Asian 
Hornet arrived.  Their further decline was seen as a 
con nua on of this which was blamed more on poor 
management, loss of forage crops, climate change 
and varroa.  It has not been possible to separate out 
the effect of Asian Hornet because of these other 
factors.

Winter mortality runs na onally at up to 30% with 
40% in some regions. 

Honey produc on has dropped from 35,000T in 1995 
to 25,000T in 2004 when Asian Hornet arrived and in 
2017 was down to 20,000T.  Much of this is blamed 
on climate change which has resulted in earlier 
blooming of flowers, trees and crops with many 
forage sources dried up by July.

For the first eight years of the Asian Hornet invasion 
the government had no strategy, they assumed there 
was no risk to humans, losses were anecdotal and 
that the Asian Hornet would become self‐limi ng.

Control was ini ally using local fire brigades, but this 
lost momentum and now private ci zens must pay 
200€ to have a nest destroyed, so there is no 
incen ve to report them.  There is no central funding 
for control of the Asian Hornet.

Lu e (meaning ‘ba le’ or ‘fight’) Collec ves have 
been set up by local councils in some regions to 
engage with the Asian Hornet problems.  Honeybee 
keepers have been made responsible for monitoring, 
iden fica on and nest destruc on, using approved 
and trained systems.  Spring trapping of queens plays 
a major part of their work, but this only controls 
numbers and will not lead to eradica on.

Pe  W o w r
§
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The NBU regard beekeepers as best placed to no ce 
and iden fy AH.  They request that beekeepers be 
confident as to the differences in the species and to 
follow the guidance provided on the Asian Hornet 
pages of Bee Base.

The importance of spending me in apiaries and the 
adjacent forage checking for incursions was restated 
as was the use of monitoring, not kill traps.

If found, beekeepers should not approach suspected 
nests, but report their findings and record them on 
Bee Base.

Whilst it is good news that there have been few 
posi ve alerts and 
that nests have been 
destroyed, there is as 
yet no means of 
controlling or 
eradica ng the 
threat to bees and 
other insects posed 
by AH.  For the 
meanwhile 
government funding 
supports the work of 
the NBU, but it will 
not do so once the 
threat is deemed beyond control.

The me taken for AH to establish itself in The EU has 
been short.  This brief period of containment is the 
only chance the UK will have.  There is the hope that 
with the coopera on and vigilance from beekeepers, 
local Asian Hornet Ac on Teams and members of the 
public that the numbers of AH will con nue to be 
slowed.  The achievement of this could mean 
con nued government support and ul mately 
provide the me needed for the ongoing work of 
scien sts and researchers to find a means of control.

M lc  N
§

WVBKA Officers for 2021

Chair:
• Juliet Parker‐Smith 01497 847214
• 07387 080380 julietps@me.com

Vice Chair:
• Patricia Ronan: 07903 054699

Secretary:
• Bob North: 07715 483862

Honey Show Secretary:
• Karen Prichard

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467

Grove Co age, Walterstone,Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Associa on Apiary Management Team:
• Dave Williams
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Geoff Dutson

Newsle er Edi ng: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale Beedale@outlook.com

Commi ee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Commi ee:            
• Jane Ma hews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Andy Strangeway 07806 600540 
• Geoff Dutson 01981 500491
• Julie Crickmore 07517 475761
• Juliet & Andi Parker‐Smith 01497 847214
• Peter Woodward 01432 839251

Website Editor:
• Roger  Jenner: 01873 890467

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price
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...con nued from page 2
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