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Membership Renewal
It’s that time of year again – 
membership renewal!  By now 
we should all have received an 
email reminder from Roger, which 
guides us through the process of 
renewing membership through 
the online system.  Payment is 
preferred by BACS, but there is 
still the option to pay by cheque 
if that is preferred.  Once paid, a 
receipt, BBKA membership details 
and a certificate of insurance will 
be emailed to you.  Thank you for 
your continued support.

Juliet
§

Hello from your new Chair! 
20th February 2021 WVBKA AGM and 
Rob hands me the baton as the new 
Chair of your association.  My first 
task is a huge thank you to Rob on 
behalf of us all, for his commitment 
to the association over the past three 
years.  Task two is to introduce myself 
to those who do not know me.

I had been talking about keeping 
bees for ‘forever’, but to make this 
a reality I bought my husband a flat 
pack hive for Christmas in 2014.  We 
spent a merry few hours putting it 
together and then acknowledged 
that we were pretty clueless as to 
what to do next – we had a few bee 
keeper friends but precious little real 
knowledge.  I remember our first visit 
to the BBKA Convention that spring, 
walking around the trade stands just 
about recognising a hive and a candle 
mould, but gazing at all the other 
paraphernalia and wondering what on 
earth it was all for.  The next step was 
to find a course.  In May that year, 
Andi and I wound up in Peterchurch 
for the WVBKA annual introductory 
course and it all went from there.  
Was that really only six years ago!

Since then Andi and I have loved our 
beekeeping and the camaraderie 
afforded by members of the WVBKA.  
We have benefitted hugely from 
the wealth of knowledge provided 
through the apiary meets and 
mentoring system.  I am proud to now 
represent you over the next three 
years.

I take over during strange times.  
We’ve had no direct contact 
with each other for the best part 
of a year, but it’s a sign of the 
strength of the association that 
we have continued to meet (albeit 
on-line), and to provide support 
and companionship through 
these difficult times.  Our annual 
programme of events has been 
planned and we keep fingers 
crossed that at least some of these 
events will be able to go ahead in 
a more traditional manner.  We 
will keep you informed through 
various channels – the newsletter, 
WhatsApp posts, the website and 
through email.

Minutes will be distributed soon, 
but in the interim here’s a brief 
summary of this year’s AGM.

Sixteen members were present. 
All reports and financial statements 
were accepted.
Election of Officers and Committee: 
See back page for details. 
Fees were set for 2022 – to only 
increase by £1.00, despite BBKA 
raising fees by £2.00. 
Honoraria – agreed to be paid to 
Dave, Duncan, Clare, Peter and 
Margaret, in recognition of their 
work this summer in maintaining 
the apiary. 
The value of the online lectures, 
hosted through the BBKA were 
highlighted see:
https://www.bbka.org.uk/bbka-talks. 

continued on page 2...
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 It was also noted that both the Welsh and BBKA Spring 
Conventions will be held online this year.
Lengthy discussions concluded the AGM with members 
considering current communication channels and 
environmental issues which are concerning association 
members.
Thoughts on WVBKA communication channels
Association news is currently disseminated 
through: Newsletter, Emails, Website and a 
WhatsApp group
Since joining WVBKA I have enjoyed 
browsing through the newsletter and 
dipping into association news, but at 
the same time have been aware of 
the constant struggle to get enough 
content.  Despite Tim and Bee’s 
professional editing/publishing and the 
reduction in the number of newsletters 
produced during the year, we still 
struggle to get enough contributions to 
make the newsletter viable – without Dave’s 
blog there would often be little content. So questions 
need to be asked:

• What value do we put on our newsletter?  Do 
members favour an alternative communication 
channel?  A Facebook page has been suggested and 
may be more interactive.

• If we continue with newsletters in their present 
format, how many editions do we think is viable for 
an association of our size?

• Would members be willing to rotate an ‘assistant 
editor position’ who would be responsible for 
planning content and persuading members 
to contribute, thus sharing the workload and 
diversifying the content?  Peter immediately 
volunteered to do one month – do we have others 
who would take responsibility for one newsletter a 
year?

I would ask all members to respond with ideas/
suggestions by emailing julietps@me.com . Our 
association – our choice.

Website development
Ways in which audio/video clips (such as those that Dave 
is currently sharing over WhatsApp) can be accessed 
by a wider audience and archived on the website, were 
discussed.  Bob North offered to look at possibilities for 
us.

WhatsApp
A popular chat line for a number of association members.  
If anyone would like to be added to the WhatsApp group 
then contact Peter Woodward on 07980 235949.

Environmental issues – how can we help?
Those following the WhatsApp chat line will know that 

feelings run strong amongst many of us on the 
following two issues:

Bee imports
It is apparent that not only queens are 

being imported, but also nucs of bees, 
running the risk of imports bringing in 
pests such as SHB into the UK.  Although 
BBKA statements indicate that they 
are very much against imports, we 
question why they aren’t more active 
in alienating those importers who 
seem to put our colonies at risk.  I have 

agreed to write to the BBKA on behalf 
of the association, but would ask members to 

email me directly with their concerns and views before 
I put pen to paper – julietps@me.com

A petition to ban importing honey bees can be found 
at https://change.org/p/environmental-agency-defra-
ban-all-imports-of-honey-bee-species-into-the-uk 

Pesticide use
Members have expressed concern over the UK 
government licensing Neonicotinoid Thiamethoxam to 
be used on crops.  This pesticide is lethal to bees and 
other pollinators.  A petition to stress that we do not 
consider this is acceptable and that our environment 
matters can be found here: 
http://chng.it/7nVVK8pVDH

Again, I would urge members with ideas that they can 
kick start, to bring these forward.  Patricia is looking into 
the possibility of using short video clips to target key 
figures, as a way of getting noticed.  Anyone interested in 
furthering this cause can contact Pat: 
pbronan@icloud.com

Together we can make a difference!

Juliet Parker-Smith  

§
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Hi everybody

There is nothing much to do at this time of year apart 
from keeping an eye on the food levels of your colonies 
as they develop, and repairing any storm damage that 
occurs.  However, you can plan for the coming season by 
cleaning up equipment and placing orders for any frames 
or foundation which you’ll require.

There always seems to be some discussion around food 
requirements; indeed some keepers will feed their bees in 
the spring with the view to creating a good strong colony.  
This is very dangerous in some respects as you don’t want 
to get the colony out of step with the natural resources 
which are available in your area, the bees will tell you 
when they are ready to expand. 

This doesn’t mean that you allow your bees to get short of 
food.  There have been many studies carried out over the 

years with regard to pollen patties and spring stimulative 
feeding.  In my book, and it is only my opinion, you should 
refrain from too much interference of this kind and allow 
the bees to build up gradually in step with the season.  
But again I must reinforce that you shouldn’t allow your 
bees to become short of food.  So far as it’s possible, 
allow the bees to build up naturally with the coming 
season.

Providing the weather is suitable, towards the end of 
March you’ll be thinking of opening your hives for the 
first time.  On your first cursory look you should establish 
whether the bees have regular brood.  If all is well and 
the food situation is satisfactory then leave them alone.  
A ‘cursory look’ means just removing the roof, cracking 
the crown board and peering down the seams.  This 
should be enough for you to establish whether you have 
regular brood or not.  You can then plan for your proper 
inspection when the weather is suitable.

That’s it for now folks.

Dave
§

Early Spring Bee Plants
by Julie Crickmore

Experienced beekeepers will be familiar with the 
commonly found hardy perennial plants and shrubs which 
provide valuable early pollen and 
sometimes a little early nectar.  For 
those new beekeepers wishing to 
find bee-friendly plants for this time 
of the year, this brief selection may 
be helpful.

Hazel late January to March.  
One of the earliest sources of 
pollen (light yellow).

Snowdrops late January to 
March.  Another very early 
source of pollen (orange) and 
some nectar.  Spreads quickly.  
Clumps are easily divided after 
flowering and do well when 
replanted ‘in the green’.

Crocus (tommasinianus) 
February to March.  Bright 
yellow pollen, very attractive 
to bees.  Naturalises in grass 
and flower beds.

Hellebore February to March.  
Pollen and nectar.  Spreads well 
on moist soils.

Pulmonaria (February to March).  
Pollen.  Also known as Lungwort.

Many of these plants continue 
flowering into March when Ribes 
(flowering currant) starts to 
produce nectar and pollen as do 
many willows including the Goat 
Willow.  There are many other 
early flowering shrubs and perennials but most of the 
above are easy to find.          §
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WVBKA Officers for 2021

Chair:
• Juliet Parker-Smith:       01497 847214 

07387 080380     julietps@me.com 

Vice Chair:
• Patricia Ronan: 07903 054699

Secretary:
• Bob North:  07715 483862

Honey Show Secretary:
• Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467 

Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT 
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Association Apiary Management Team:
• Dave Williams
• Duncan & Clare Penkey
• Geoff Dutson

Newsletter Editing: 
• Tim & Bee Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:            
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Andy Strangeway:  07806 600540 
• Geoff Dutson:  01981 500491
• Julie Crickmore:   07517 475761
• Juliet & Andi Parker-Smith: 01497 847214
• Peter Woodward:  01432 839251

Website Editor:
• Roger Jenner :  01873 890467

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

Bees and Ancient Egypt
Whether it was for eating, offerings to the gods, or 
for healing wounds, honey was important in ancient 
Egypt and so were bees.  The honey bee is one of 
the earliest known hieroglyphs and was a symbol of 
kingship itself.
The main centre of beekeeping was Lower Egypt with 
its extensive cultivated lands, where we have the 
earliest known use of the bee as a symbol.  About 
3500 BC or even earlier, when the two countries of 
Upper and Lower Egypt 
were united under one 
ruler, it was used as the 
hieroglyph to denote the 
king of Lower Egypt.  The 
hieroglyph for the king 
of Upper Egypt was the 
reed.

One of Pharaoh’s titles was Bee King, and the gods 
also were associated with the bee.  The sanctuary 
in which Osiris was worshipped was the Hwt bjt, the 
Mansion of the Bee. 
The Egyptians had a steady honey supply from 
their domesticated bees, but they seem to have 
valued wild honey even more.  Honey hunters, often 
protected by royal archers, would scour the wild 
wadis for bee colonies.

Andy Strangeway

§

Horizontal, cylindrical beehives from the 
tomb of Pabasa 6th Century BC.
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