
Queen Colour of the Year

2020 is:   B LU E

Diary Dates 2020

All events remain postponed or 
cancelled for the time being.

However, we look forward to 
some relaxation of restrictions to 
allow outdoor gatherings of small 
groups, with suitable hygiene 
practice in place, sometime this 
summer. 

§

WVBKA Charity Registration 
Number: 517008

WhatsApp
What Are You Missing and How to Join In

We all get different things from 
being in the WVBKA.  Most of 
us benefit from the support we 
get from our more experienced 
members including hands on help 
when we are in need.  This has 
become very difficult to access 
in recent months.  However, 
around half of the membership 
are finding it easier through the 
WhatsApp group.

WhatsApp is a social media 
application that’s normally used 
on Smartphones (Android or 
iPhones) but can be used on 
a laptop or computer.  I have 
it installed on both my mobile 
and my computer so I can see 
pictures in a bigger format or if 
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As previously announced, all events 
are cancelled this summer up to 
and including the Kington Show on 
12th September.  However, your 
Committee is looking at ways to hold a 
limited virtual honey show on the 27th  
September which will be for novices 
only.  The judging will be broadcast 
on Zoom or a similar platform.  
Any novice member who has not 
previously entered honey for the 
show is eligible to take part.  Entrants 
should brush up their knowledge on 
preparation and presentation of honey 
show exhibits.  More details will follow 
including rules for the class and where 
and when to deliver entries.

As mentioned recently, the WhatsApp 
group organised by Duncan is the 
way to keep in touch about current 
Association events such as the regular 
apiary meetings.  The feed into this 
group is abuzz with interesting stuff 
and flavoured with trivia (such as 
how to teach our Chief Educator Dave 
about emojis) and is an ideal way of 
spreading immediate news such as 
Asian Hornet sightings or changes to 
programmed events.  Patricia gives 
details in this issue for how you can 
join in, even without a Smartphone.

A Closer Look
My former mentor David Williams 
(junior) was a great enthusiast for just 
looking at his bees and encouraged 
me to do the same.  Lately, having 
taken an early crop and while waiting 
for evidence of new queens, I have 
been studying one of my hives with 
binoculars focussed on the landing 
board.  Usually, the activity at this 
time of year is so frantic it’s not easy 

Chairman’s Message
to see much detail of bee behaviour 
but on a dull, cool day it’s better.

What I‘ve noticed is that flying bees 
emerging from the dark always appear 
to wipe their eyes before take-off.  
Looking up a bit about this on the 
web, it is known that each foreleg is 
adapted to clean the antenna and 
much is made of this when a worker 
bee is about to return from foraging 
and needs to fly home with loads of 
food.  The body and head are usually 
covered in masses of pollen and she 
uses her legs to sweep most of it from 
her hair into special sacs.  But the 
surface of the eyes have minute hairs 
as well and on emerging from the 
hive these are not covered in pollen, 
so why are they wiped?  On looking 
again, I have seen bees clean their 
antennae but in a separate manoeuvre 
from the eye wipe.

Another reference suggests the eye 
hairs are for fine tuning navigation as 
their experimental removal destroys 
this ability. Maybe preening them 
before departure aligns the eye cells 
for optimum orientation?

I really must set up a macro video with 
high-speed option to capture what I 
think is happening.  Meanwhile, what 
do others think?  Ideas via Duncan’s 
WhatsApp or to my email please.  
Some fascinating images of the eye 
surface can be found at:

https://benkolstad.net/?p=6472

https://www.newscientist.com/
gallery/eof/

Rob D
§
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There is no doubt that it has been a very swarming year 
and it would seem that many beekeepers have had a 
problem with getting queens mated.  Timing is key and 
you must give the queens time to get mated.  This is 
one of the most important factors and in most cases it 
will take one calendar month.  During this process no 
interference should take place – this is a very damaging 
time.  Provided you have carried out all the necessary 
procedures properly and the bees have food, there 
should be no reason to interfere and all should be well.  
If on the other hand you see a virgin queen hatch, 
then the timing will be different, possibly 14 to 
21 days would be more appropriate.

We know from reports that there is some 
disease in some areas in Herefordshire.  
We’ve spoken about this many times 
before so please be vigilant and look 
at your brood very carefully for the 
presence of disease.  If you are in any 
doubt then just ask for assistance.

Now is the time to get your bees 
straight for winter by making sure 
you have a laying queen, plenty 
of bees and food.  You’ll have 
approximately a month to get your 
bees settled for winter after you receive 
these notes.  Remember normally 
speaking they will begin winter preparation 
round about the second week in August as that’s when 
the drones are thrown out.  You have approximately one 
month to obtain your main crop so good luck as all is set 
fair at the moment.

Zoom Session Discussion Topics
Comb replacement – many beekeepers put new frames 
and foundation in the brood box but unfortunately, that’s 
not the best place for them.  If you require nice straight 
drawn brood frames there is no question they are far 

better drawn above an existing brood chamber.  I repeat 
that above will unequivocally give you better straight, 
drawn combs than if you put them in the lower brood 
chamber.  Yes, they will draw them in the bottom brood 

chamber but that isn’t the best place to put them.

Now there is another consideration here.  If you look 
at the brood frame in a standard normal hive you 
will find that there is pollen, hatching brood, eggs, 
larvae and many other things which make up a brood 

nest.  If you disrupt this at the wrong time of year, 
then you can be leading yourself into problems if you’re 
not careful.  Do not, I repeat do not, split your brood up 
too early.  Probably the earliest you should do this is mid-
April, before that and you could be setting the bees back.

Nowadays we hear a lot about putting bees on clean 
comb and we also hear about putting bees on a complete 
new set of combs i.e. shaking them on to a clean new 
set of combs.  This is very drastic and hard on the bees, 
particularly if there are insufficient bees to re-establish 
and draw the wax.

I repeat this is not a good 
thing; now you might be 

saying what is he talking 
about?  Well simply this, the bees 

have worked hard to establish what 
they have in the brood box, the beekeeper 

comes along and destroys everything they have 
worked so hard to achieve, including the existing 

brood.  I’m not talking about disease here but 
simply a normal colony of bees with no disease 
present.

If on the other hand you suspect that you 
have a brood disease such as EFB, then that’s 
when shaking bees on to a complete new 
set of combs may well be an advantage in 
controlling the disease.  However, here's the 
rub, would it not be much better to put bees 
on already drawn combs, removing stress 

and toil on the bees to get established.

Again this approach is much kinder on the bees 
and will allow them to re-establish with the 

minimum of effort.  Remembering of course, that 
the bees will probably be small in numbers anyway so this 
is why a shook swarm in some circumstances isn’t a wise 
decision.

A well-known beekeeper once asked me, wouldn’t it 
be better to breed from good stock?  Having thought 
about it, he was probably quite right.  If you really must 
go down the route of shaking bees on clean frames and 
foundation, then I’d urge you to do the following as well 
as comb replacement.

Please sterilize all equipment i.e. brood box, floor, crown 
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board and roof.  In fact anything which the bees have 
come into contact with.  Also, destroy all brood comb 
which the bees have been in contact with.  Don’t forget 
your routine inspections in the spring and in the autumn.

That's all very well you say but how do I sterilize my 
equipment for re-use?  This is a very easy process.  Simply 
put, you need a blowtorch which will raise the ambient 
temperature beyond which any disease can sustain itself.  
This is a standard procedure laid down by the Ministry 
and it works.

Right, now we've talked about all sorts of things but what 
do you beekeepers do with comb which bees have died 
out on in the winter?  How many of you actually sterilize 
those combs before reuse?  I guess not many – too much 
trouble I expect?  However, it’s a very easy procedure, 
just scrape the top and bottom bar of any serviceable 
comb, place it in a brood chamber with 80% acetic acid 
and then air the combs for approximately 10 days.  This 
process will in most cases, render the frames safe for 
reuse.

I would urge all beekeepers to be respectful of other 
beekeepers in the area.  Do not, I repeat, do not 
establish an apiary right on top of another beekeeper’s 
– this is what I call courtesy.  Some beekeepers don’t 
abide by simple courtesy rules but I urge you to show 
others courtesy and you will receive the same respect.  
Remember of course, if there are too many bees in one 
area you will exhaust the flora which is available.

Splitting Colonies
There’s no doubt that this does sometimes present 
beekeepers with a challenge and I will attempt to take the 
sting out of it.  Firstly, most beekeepers when the colony 
is about to swarm, find it difficult to find the queen.  
Secondly, you do not, I repeat do not, have to find the 
queen to establish a split.  Splitting can be achieved in 
many different ways and you may have to use different 
approaches depending on the timing of the split and other 
situations within the existing colony.  Simply shaking the 
bees off onto clean comb will suffice for you to be able 
to know where the queen is.  This is where good, clean 
drawn combs come into their own which is what I have 
been banging on about all through these notes.

Now before we go any further, please remember the 
golden rule – having carried out a split please leave them 
for the required amount of time to get mated.  In most 
cases it will be at least one calendar month.  Providing 
there is sufficient food there is no need for the beekeeper 
to interfere during this process.  Please leave well alone.

Dave
§

I want to type faster or add 
more complicated research to 
a chat. 

Its symbol is a phone receiver 
in a green bubble

Social groups in WhatsApp are private and chats are 
protected from being read by anyone unwelcome through 
encryption.  It works using Wi-Fi or mobile data.  You 
can chat to anyone in your phone contacts by typing 
text, voice recording, telephone (for free) or video.  You 
can send links from the internet or other social media 
platforms such as Facebook, TikTok, news links and so on. 

You can set up your own group, or you can ask to join a 
specific group.  There’s no advertising and you will only 
see communication from members in the group.

In the WVBKA group, most of the time people just write 
short messages.  Dave, who doesn’t like the keyboard, 
uses voice notes.  To do this, he presses the microphone 
symbol and talks.  Then presses it again when he’s 
finished and presses the arrow to send his message to the 
group.  There’s no limit to the length of his recordings but 
they tend to be short.  This is important, as people may 
not have a lot of time to listen if they are too long.

Peter and Bob have been experimenting with using the 
video call mechanism so that Peter can look at Bob’s hive 
during an inspection and advise him as he’s going through 
the combs.  Bob found this very useful, as Peter was able 
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WVBKA Officers for 2020

Chairman:
• Rob Doran: 01432 830056 

brandoran@btinternet.com 

Vice Chairman:
• Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
• Patricia Ronan: 07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
• Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467 

Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT 
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:   
• Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
• Geoff Dutson
• Clare Penkey
• Duncan Penkey
• Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:            
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Geoff Dutson: 01981 500491
• Cliff Rose:  01981 251844
• Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
• Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

STAY SAFE AND WELL

to direct him towards what to look at and for, along 
with any actions to take as he proceeded.  This is one 
way of compensating for the inability to have our 
mentors come and look at our hives at the moment.  
Other members simply take a short video and post it 
to the group for anyone to comment on.

If you would like to join the WhatsApp group, please 
contact Duncan Penkey.  He co-ordinates the group 
and will add you.  Duncan will need your mobile 
number.

Instructions for Downloading WhatsApp
Android phones – go to the Google Play app on your 
phone (this looks like a triangle).  In the search box 
at the top, type in WhatsApp, click on the WhatsApp 
result and then click Install.  Open the app and agree 
to give access to your contacts, audio and video on 
your phone.  (NB: some phones use other software 
providers, such as Microsoft, Huawei, etc. If you don’t 
have a Google account, please check which software 
you use on your phone to download apps.)

iPhones – go to the Apple Store app on your phone.  
In the search box at the top, type in WhatsApp, click 
on the WhatsApp result and then click Install.  Open 
the app and agree to give access to your contacts, 
audio and video on your phone.

Older phones – you will need to be able to use 
a tablet, iPad, laptop or computer (known as 
your ‘virtual machine’ for this purpose).  Go to 
Google Play/Apple Store as described above and 
download WhatsApp.  Then go to this link and follow 
instructions about how to get around not having a 
Smartphone.  Make sure you have your mobile with 
you as you’ll need to receive a text message with a 
code to put into your computer.

https://superuser.com/questions/799927/is-it-
possible-to-use-whatsapp-without-an-apple-or-
android-phone-device

Patricia R
§
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