
Queen Colour of the Year

2020 is:   B LU E

Diary Dates 2020

All events remain postponed or 
cancelled for the time being.

However, we look forward to 
some relaxation of restrictions to 
allow outdoor gatherings of small 
groups, with suitable hygiene 
practice in place, sometime this 
summer. 

§
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We are so fortunate to live in 
the countryside, it is almost 
unimaginable to think what life has 
been like for city-dwellers these 
past few months.  One reason it’s 
difficult is that as beekeepers we’ve 
had other things to distract us (of 
course beekeepers live in cities 
too, and retain some sanity).  The 
distraction for beekeepers at this 

time of year is swarms, queen cells, 
threatened swarms and, more 
swarms!

I had an urgent phone call today 
from a lady who had seen, but 
mainly heard, a swarm pass her 
garden.  There was still a loud noise 
but the swarm wasn’t in her garden 
and certainly there were no bees in 
sight.  She was going to contact her 
neighbours to see if the swarm had 
settled and call me back but she 
never did.

We had another fun get-together 
yesterday on the Apiary Zoom 
meeting with twenty members 

zooming in.  Dave answered 
several questions about preventive 
actions for swarming and Peter 
showed pictures of Duncan and 
Clare in their heroic rescue of a 
colony of bees in a felled tree on 
the Duchy estate, now removed to 
the apiary with the aim of coaxing 
them into a regular hive before the 
end of the season.

The WhatsApp contact group has 
developed a life of its own allowing 
those involved to keep in touch 
on all sorts of bee-related news 
and ideas.  It’s a very immediate 
contact messaging method for 
items of mutual interest especially 
during lockdown.  It may even 
eclipse the newsletter one day.

The uncertainty regarding rules for 
our social behaviour is proving a 
problem.  Tomorrow I may go and 
see if I can find that swarm.  I think 
the lady lives in County Durham!

Rob D   §
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Friday 8th May at 7.00pm and a 
motley group of bee enthusiasts 
tuned into the second WVBKA Zoom 
Q&A session.  Our first attempt was deemed a great 
success but we were cut short in our prime, thus it 
was decided that the club should subscribe to Zoom, 
at least for the period of the Covid-19 outbreak.  
One face, then another appeared in the gallery, until 
finally we were 21 in all.

Two questions had been sent in advance:

Q.  A super having been used as a brood box for a 
small colony – how and when to move it into a full 
sized brood box?
A.  Put the brood box on top of the super (not 
underneath, as the bees go up as the colony 
expands.  It’s also possible to put the super frames 
into a brood box, but it’s likely that the bees will 
then draw wild comb in the space underneath.

Q.  How should we deal with brace comb building 
up on the base of frames and how effective have 
Dave’s modified floors been in the Shenmore 
apiary?
A.  We asked Dave, Duncan and Clare to report 
back on the modified floors (which are raised and 
leave minimal space between frame base and 
mesh, so no room to build brace comb).  In the 
early stages they are unaware of any problems, 
with the modified floor hives possibly doing better 
than the others.  Consequently, a promising design 
but Dave did point out that we are still early in 
the season – we await future reports.  In the 
meantime, Duncan will share the modified floor 
dimensions with the WhatsApp group.  Any brace 
comb that is built on the bottom of brood frames in 
hives on existing floors should be removed during 
routine inspections.

Opening the discussion for further questions, topics 
discussed included:

•	 The merits of a double brood box or brood +½ 
over single, including ideas on how to minimise 
problems in lifting heavy brood boxes (have 
raised platforms to move hive parts onto when 
inspecting and ‘take a friend’ along to help).

• Moving bees from a building to a hive and 
the setting up of bait hives (fill bait hive with 

complete set of frames and set up eight to nine 
feet above the ground if possible).  However, 
this will only attract a swarm and the residual 
colony will remain in the structure of the build-
ing.

• Possible problems with quick setting OSR 
honey in frames (give them back to the bees as 
they will feed on it even if it is set).

• When to take out a queen excluder which has 
been put underneath or in front of the brood 
box after an artificial swarm (take out as soon 
as the bees have settled, and give the bees 
plenty of space by putting supers above).

• Identifying an Asian Hornet (take photo if you 
suspect a sighting) report via the Asian Hornet 
Watch App or to our AHAT member Malcolm 
Nevett.

• Lots of ‘swarming’ talk leading on from con-
versations on the WhatsApp group.  A walk 
away split was carried out, but unsure of the 
outcome (best to leave it alone for three more 
weeks and then pick up the pieces).

• Swarms that leave and return – several people 
had seen them, speculation but no firm under-
standing.

• Swarm in a nuc box, how long can they be left 
before transferring?  Generally, in the summer 
a colony can be in a nuc box until the queen 
has started laying and filled up a few frames 
with brood but it depends on the swarm size.  
If they become overcrowded they may ab-
scond, also nuc boxes can overheat if placed 
in a sunny position, again causing the bees to 
leave.  A small colony can overwinter in a nuc.

Over an hour later, we exhausted current questions, 
but what a successful forum!  At this busy time 
of year so much is happening, therefore we re-
scheduled for 22nd May and ‘Zoom round 3’.  Many 
thanks to Peter for setting things in motion and to 
him and David for their oodles of knowledge and 
expertise.

Juliet and Peter
§

Zoom 2
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Swarming – reproduction
There is no doubt many beekeepers 
find this part of beekeeping very 
confusing, and yes to some extent 
it is.  However, with diligence and 
understanding, it is possible to get a 
grasp on this natural behaviour.  The 
most important fact relating to this 
subject is that it’s completely natural 
for bees to reproduce.  Do not fight 
with this nat ural behaviour, it has 
been going on for millions of years and 
as far as I know you will not stop it.

Reproduction – natural behaviour
Understanding this will bring 
confidence.  When dealing with this, 
it’s most important to understand 
when reproduction begins which is 
usually long before any evidence is 
visible.  Most beekeepers see queen 
cells and assume that this is the beginning of the 
process.  This is a mistake, as the bees have probably 
decided to reproduce perhaps 10 days before that.

Timing for beekeepers is most important
The earlier you start with any intervention the better.  
What do I mean by early?  After an egg has been 
placed in a play cup usually eight to nine days later, 
there will be sealed queen cells.  By this time the 
queen will have been slimmed down to take flight, 
making it much more difficult for the beekeeper to 
find her.  If you start earlier, when you find an egg in 
a cup, the job will be considerably easier.  There are 
many ways to find the queen and forward planning 
is most important.  You also need a spare hive to 
accommodate them.

Finding the queen
When a colony is bursting with thousands of bees 
it becomes much more difficult and very time-

consuming when trying to locate the queen.  
You can minimise this providing you have given 
yourself time to react to the situation.  There are 
many ways to find the queen.  Simply moving 

the hive to a new location in the same apiary will 
reduce the numbers, enabling you to find the queen 
or simply shaking all of the bees into a clean brood 
box will do the same job.  Confidence is important 
and is borne out by practice in actual live handling of 
bees.  The more you handle them, the more assured 

you will become.  It will 
eventually become second 
nature to handle them and of 
course that will bring about 
confidence.  There is also 
the noise that a large colony 
creates and which can be 
disturbing to some but again 
this can be overcome with a 
little confidence.

Reducing strength
Early in the season you can 
take a five or six frame nuc 
out, this will delay the onset 
of reproduction which is 
one method that can be 
employed.  In addition if 
you have a breeder queen 
you can put her in a nuc 
prolonging her viability.

Understanding the lifecycle
This is most important and is key to any control 
method.  After a colony has swarmed then 
premature intervention by the beekeeper is 
dangerous and unnecessary.  Please give them time 
for the new queen to mate and begin laying.  This 
normally takes about four weeks from the beginning 
of the process when you see eggs in cups.

Have patience.

Dave
§

Photo: Swarm - geograph.org.uk. By Simon Barnes

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Swarm_of_Bees_in_hedgerow_-_geograph.org.uk_-_416400.jpg


Wax Sale and ‘Out’ Apiary Offer

At Kington show last year, I was approached by 
Stephen Edwards, a carpenter specialising in 
four poster beds.  He uses bees wax as a finish 
to his furniture and is interested in purchasing 
any surplus that folk have.  He also mentioned 
that he might be interested in hosting an ‘Out 
Apiary’.

Stephen gave me his card, which got buried 
in office rubble until the ‘Covid clear-out’!  If 
either offer is of interest to any club members, 
Stephen’s contact details are: 

New House Farm, Lyonshall, Nr Kington, 
Herefordshire, HR5 3JS

Tel: 01544 340444 Mob: 07980 554848

Email: stephen@fourposterbed.co.uk

Juliet
§

WVBKA Articles
THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER SO PLEASE 
CONTRIBUTE TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS.  

WVBKA Officers for 2020

Chairman:
• Rob Doran: 01432 830056 

brandoran@btinternet.com 

Vice Chairman:
• Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
• Patricia Ronan: 07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
• Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467 

Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT 
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:   
• Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
• Geoff Dutson
• Clare Penkey
• Duncan Penkey
• Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:            
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
• Geoff Dutson: 01981 500491
• Cliff Rose:  01981 251844
• Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
• Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§
Stay safe 
and well
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